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F any ſhall find themſelves obliged t 6 
2 is here 1 it is int 
that they bring with them no other Aube 
that of the Word of God alone, and that | 
not ſatisfy themſelves with. referring to n 
Have done before them, but fairly bring forth 
Light they themſelves beve to offer from the 
God ft what's bere ſaid, and agg 
And further, That they forbear Metaphyſical 
ing, and charging the Author with any B 
Opinion, not expreſly owned by bim in thaſe 
and this if they would net loſe tbeir Land 
clearing tbe Truth and convincing theſe 
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Explication of that Propoſition, con- 
Wind in Mr. Glafs's aAnſwers to the 
Wn0s's Queries, viz. A Congregati- 

, or Church of Jeſus Chriſt, with 

s Presbytery, is, in its Diſcipline, 

dQ to no Juriſdiction under Hea- 

en. | 


% 


PoE are at a Loſs how to under- _ 
Ez ſtand this Propoſition, and how far a 
Practice, ſuitable to it, may take 
Place without Prejudice to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment ; and therefere/ 
ſomething needs to be ſaid, 1. For 
vg the Senſe of the Propoſition. 2. For ſhew= 
ow far the Intendment of it is without Preju- 
o the preſent Eſtabliſhment, , 8 
to the firſt of theſe, we muſt again conſider, 
hat 4 be meant by a Congregation or Church 
us Chriſt : 2. What by Fo Prevbytery 2. 3. 
by its Diſcipline ? And, 4. How it is ſaid to. 
its Diſcipline ſubject to no Juriſdifien un · 
even * | | 
teſe Things be cleared, there will be no re-, 
Difkculty about the Senſe of the Propoſi- 
ut, before we proceed to them, we muſt 
tice, that as 3 to which this Pro- 
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poſition is an Anſwer, tock its Riſe from Mr, ooi/:/ i 
declining to affirm, that the Conſtitution oftheCh there! 


of which the Formula ſpe aks, is founded in they > mul 

of God, ſo the Propoſition reſpects ne other tion 

but that Word of God, and what appears to be clea 
Author of the Propoſition from hence?“ And oli: Wo: 

fore unto that Wofd we mult have Reſpec, re tt 
plaining the Propoſition, And whence ſhould tie 

our Notions of the Church, it. it be nat. wal A 
Scripture-Revelation ? Or it this Matter balMTheatr: 

Way deſcribed, or determined there, who Wars! 

ould deſcribe or determine it to us? But if Writs 

be any that think Chriſt bath not appointed WW: in ot! 
Church Order or Government, nor laid do this 
Plan of it in his Word; and therefore Men Wh: more 

make what Model of it they think melt cehyenf$s f1gnit 

Or if there be that thipk the Plan, laid do mb! 

_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles, concerned only the fir vho!e 

, -or A ges of Chriſtianity, and that it is in the e C5: 

of more advanced Ages to alter it for their own WP! of t 
veniency, as ſeems meet to their Wiſdom, ſuch; 20. 

nat ſee the need of troubling their Heads with en. 
Propoſition, or any Explication of it; And e. 1 
fore, without troubling ourſelves further with the 

we mall proceed to explain the ſeveral Brapeſ . let t 
* the Propoſition by the Light of Seriptute i e fer 
| tion, which will no Doubt be very agfeabi e \lemb 
Authors of Outry, who have ſubſeribed ta thy & or in 

reat and important Truth, That the Geiß les of 

of the Church is founded in the Ward of Cri togeth 
reckon it a Crime, of a very heinous Nature, tte L. 

ter their Opinions en this Head. are 

1. The firſt Thing in the Propoſition that blies. 

25 77 eleared is, A Congregation or Church us Wah A 
. OE eee eee 

And, 1. Here tis obvious that the Words Who! 

Fes en and Church are made of the ſame vi. 38 

i Yet tis a Matter very inſignificant, What klaee o 
be in any human Propoſition 3 but we are ffn. 
Very Word of God ig pure: He ig 4 Shield ua" and | 

that put their Tr f in him.” Add thou wit oe, is 
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| Lf br reprove Ke as thou be found 4 Tias. 
therefore. the Import of God's Word on this 
> muſt be diligently ſought after, and if the 
Arion has added nothing — Words here, it 
te clear, and no Lye in this Part of it. 

ke Word Church Lexx, when *tis uſed in 
dure to ſig nifie another Thin than a Chriſtian 
watien,it yet ſigniſies a Congregation. Thus that 
gal Aſſembly at Epheſus brought together into 
Theatre againſt Paul by the Craftſmen, is cal- 
Mull, a Church, Acts xix. 32, 41. and v. 39. 
ines an Aſſembly. I hus we (ce The Uſe of the 
in other Caſes. Rp 

t this Word is ordinarily applied in Scripture 
„ more ſacred Uſe ; and then indeed it ſome- 
honihes the Body afſembling, and ſometimes 
ſembly of that Body; but ſtill a Congregation. 
whole Body of the Diſciples at Corznth, is cal- 
he Church, 1 Cor. xiv. 23. And we find the Aſ- 
Ir of that Body alſo called the Church 1 Cor. 
, 20. When ye come together in the Church. 
When ye come together into'one Place. See to this 
joſe. 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35+» Let a Women keep Si- 
in the Churches. And if Bey will learn any 
let them ask their Husbands at Home, for it is 
me for Nomen to ſpeak in the Church. I he Women 
Members of the Church at Corinth, whether at 
& or in the Aſſembly: So that the different Aſ- 
ies of that lame Body of Men and Women, that 
together into ene Place from Time to Time, 
tthe Lord's Supper, and to teach and hear, are 
l Churches. Zet your Women keep Silence in the 
blies. —— If they will learn any Thing, let them 
their Husbands at Home, for it is Shame for 4 
w to ſpeak in the Aſſembly, a” Ko 
r Whole Nation. of Hrael is called a Church, 
ml. 38. But that was a Congregation, and had 
Place of Worſhip 3 the Tabernacle of the Con- 
tim. The Catholick Church of Chriſt, his holy 
nand Kingdom, the Antitype ef that Church 
del is alſo a Congregation, haying one Place 
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in the Propoſition 3 and-if this appear tehaye 
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held Communion : And when all. the. 

are fully gathered in, they will be one ge 

ſembly. We find it called, the Genera! Ml 

and Church of the Firſt- born, whoſe Names a 

ten in Heaven, Heb, xii. 22, 232. 

lt may be a Queſtion, if all the Diſeiples of 
throughout the World. be called the Church 


of Worſhip, where hy all 1 by b 
8 a | | f 
6 | 


therwile, than as they appear, and in the Ju: 2nd 
of Charity, are reckoned to be of this GeneefW4utho! 
ſembly and Church of the Firſt- born ons: 


But the Propoſition plainly ſpeaks of 2 pa 
lar Church of Chriſt, wherein this General, A| 
is ſomeway viſible, ſuch as the Church in Jer 
the Church at Antioch, the Church at Cern 
Church at Epheſus, &c. If theſe Churches 
to have been no more but Congregations, or C 
nies afſembling together in one Place, it wil th 
manifeſt, that throughout the Word of Gut 


it es 


Word Church, in this Matter, is of the ſame 


the Caſe in Jeru ſalem, there will bt no great G 
of needful Diſpgte about the reſt. 1 
Betore we — to enquire into this, ita 
obſer ved, that we do not find the Offers, 
preſentatives of any Church or Churchesg 
Congregation, or Aſſembly of them called the Ul 
but we find the People diſtinguiſhed, from 
and called the Church, Ads xv. 23« It Meof 
Apoſtles and Elders with the whole Churc 
xi. 23. And when they had ordain'd them 1 
mn every Church. Acts xx. 17, 28. — He { 
Epheſus, and called the Elders of the Cbur 
Take heed unto yourſelves, and to. all the flic 
the which the Holy Ghoſt bath made you Overſe 
eed the Church of God. —— By theſe and ſus 
laces it appears that the Propo tion ſpeaks in 
ture Stile, when it ſays a Church 7 Feſus 
with its Presbytery. Tis true that both Fic 
' Overſeers are frequently called the Church, 
Cannot be made manifeſt that. the Overſeers 0 


| Hreſcntatiyes, of the Flock px Flocks are ett 


uch, 28 it is andi Arche whole Flock, the 
ue the TIandog,or full Body of the Diſciples, 
ſpoken of diſtinctly from the Overſeers, is cal- 
e Church. The Church Repreſentatiye, as it 
ſed, is a Thing altogether foreign to the 
me Stile, and the Uſe that has been made of 
ater Ages, ſhews the Wifdom of Ged in for- 
no to afford any Encouragement to it, in his 
nd cutting eff fram us all Pretences unto 
Authority from his Word, for our own. In- 
TY | | | 
it eannot well be denied, by them that believe 
is2 Plan of the Conſtitution and Order of the 
\ laid down in the Scriptures, That the 
hin Jeruſalem, ſetting aſide what may be 
Ito be extraotdinary,is à Pattern for the Con- 
ion and Order of all the Churches of Chriſt - 
therefore they, who contend for the Divine 
ar that Church, deſeribed in the Formula, 
l conſtanly to the Church at Jeraſalemn judg- 
heir great Strength lies there. Here then we 
came for the Deciſion of this Queſtion 3 if the 
hes of Chriſt be only Congregations? And 
hole of this Cauſe turns upon this; whether 
durch in Jeruſalem was many Congregations 
in one eommon e or Whether it 
t one Congregation aſſembling from Time to 
in one Place? And, tho' there might be ma- 
Meetings of Diſciples in Jer act et it the 
Body, called the Church affembled' together 
Plate from Time to Time? | 3 
that contend for many Congregations united 
ir cammon Ovyerſters, 'infiſt mainly upon the 
ade of Diſciples there, from which they in- 
vas impoſſible they could all be one Congre- 


true, there were very great Numbers con- 

in Jeruſalem by the Göfpel, and many Diſ- - 

of Chriſt in Jeruſalem, as theſe Paſſages 

Als i. 15. The Number of the Names te- 

re about e bundle and inen. Nes fl. 
py | . * * \ * LY —_ 417. 
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 41-—And the ſume Day were 1 

= bout three thouſand | Souls, and, ver 14734 
F added to the" Church. daily ſurb: u 
Acts iii. 11. And as the lame Man, u 

beld Peter and John, all the Peapie ra i 

to them in the Porch, that is called Solon 

| Argon ty Acts iy. 4.— Many of them whit 

the Werd believed, and the Number. of the Ji 

about foe Theuſand, Ats v. 14. And £ 

were the more added te the Lord, Maititadi 

of Men and Women. Acts vi. 1, 7. Andi 

Days when the Number. of the Diſeiiet 

tiplied And the Word of God increaſed, 

 » | Number of the Piſciples multiplied-in,Feiuſulem 
ly, and a great Company of the ' Pricfis wine 
ent to the Faith. All this is before the Dili 
by the Perſecution that aroſe about Stephen t the 


de Dire 
lultitu 
Neacons 
Htitu 


( viii. 1, and xi. 1 9. After that Diſperſion, Jeru 
9 James and the Elders ſaying to Puah Ares p 
3 Theu ſeeſt, Brotber, how mam | Thouſands fi, Oy 
n there are which believe, and they are all redftir war 


the Law. 1 als x - +7 44 IM 
Nou, beſides. that it cannot be made differ 
all the Multitudes were Members ane 
Jeruſalem, (*) the Inference that's made fro 
Accounts of the Nun: bers, is plainly beſide then to « 

df the Holy Ghoſt in ſpeaking - of the N. 
| which is not to ſheyy, that the Diſciplesand „, 
Members in Ferufalem could not be ohe Co 
tion, and therefere behoved to be many wü e bee 
common Presbytery. There is not td lenge i 
mat ion of ach a Scope: But the plain Scop: pre 

| ſpeaking of the Numbers, is to tow ch great 
of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, by the Golpt 
the Accompliſhent of the Old Teſtament { 
L-.. ies, in gathering Sinners unto him. If wel 


the leaſt Hint of” their bang divided intq it is 
Gt” © Congregations, then the In erence wo ald ha = 
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„e welpht 3 But that ſeems to- be 4 Thing mürt! 
ſoided, in the Aotgunt we” have of the Church at 14 
sale. We find a conſiderusle Difficulty aroſe 
un the Multiplicatioff of the Number of the Diſ- 
in that Church, A#s vi. and it may be 

ght it would have been a very good Expedient to 
we divided them into feveral Congregations fox 
medying, that Evil, that aroſe from their Num- 
bis. But what do the Apoſtles of Chriſt under 
v Dire&tioo of the Holy Ghoſt ? They call the 
faltitude of the Diſciples unto them, and ſeyen 
eacons are chofen for erving Fables to the whole 
Ititudle in common And they that inſiſt” 
on this Inference from the Number of the Diſel- 
es in that Church, allow no Place for Deacons but 
a Congregation. They are allo obliged to own, 
lt there were net different fixed Congregations 
%ruſalet, but that they aſſembled in different we | 
ces promifcuoaſly, and were all under the com- Wn 
n Overſight of the Apoſtles acting as Elders, and 
ward of the Elders, bearing Part of the Burthen 
a the Apoſtles; But this is to give tp the Caufe 
liferent fix*d Congregations under a common | ' 
esbytery, and to rike out Seſſions; and makes 
Church at Jeruſalem, ſorhething very near a- 
In to one Congregatien. They that Reaſon from 
e Conſtitution” and Order of the Church in Jeru- 
Im; to how what is of Divine“ Right in- this 
ter, are bound ſt ill to follow what they take ta 
e been the Order in ghat Church, and not to 
Inge it by erecting Seſſions under the Juriſdiction 
a Presbytery- in different fixed Congregations. 
this Inference from the Number of the Diſct- 
in that Church, howſoever wide, might be to- 
able, if it were not croſs to plain Texts, ſhewing 
the Church in Feruſalem was a Congregation : 
L it is not a decent Way of treating the Serip- 
to draw long Cenſequences from Texts, that 
© another Scope, contrary to plain Texts againſt 
Conſequences 3 or to explain clear open Serip- 

by Conſequences from other 'Texts, that 4 
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eee 
not appelt to haye theſe Conſequences in tir Se 


and thus to explain away the plain obvious Senſe WR. f 
theſe clear Scriptures. This would not be 1 1 


Way of treating a humane Writing. And there m 
be ſomething elſe than the Influence of Seriptur 
Light, and a Regard to ſome other thing, than (in F 
conſiſting of the Scripture with it ſelf, at. the Ball... 
tem of this Way of doing. | 2 | 
Now let us ſce what the HolyGhollt ſays expreſly = 
theMultitude of Diſciples intheChurch atFeruſale; 4 
He tells us (and this is a ſhext Sum of the State 
the Church in Feruſalem) Ads ii. 41, 42. I 
ſame Day were added wnto them above three Thi 
ſand Souls. And they continued ftedfeſily in the 
poſtles Doctrine, and Fellowſhip, and in breaking 
Bread, and in Prayers, ver. 44. And all thit | 
lieved were together ( yer. 46. And they conting 
Daily with one Accord (+) in the ay yer. 4 
And the Lord added to the. Church daily ſuch 
ſhould be ſaved. i Atts IV. 315 32. And when i 
had prayed the Place was Haken, where they m 
| eſſembled tegether. And the Multitade of them tl 
believed were of one Heart and of one Soul. 1 
v. 12, 13 · And they were all with one Accord in 
| lime (0 7 
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(Del 70 auro, which is ſometimes tranſlated 
one Place; and I know not 1 that Phraſe occur 
. where in the New Teſtament in another Significa 
See theſe Places where if is found 1 Cor. 14 
1 Cor. 11. 20. Acts 2. 1. and 3. 1. Lak? 17. 35 
c) ue ld i neither ſeems this Word to bar 
fed in the New Teſtament, but in the taſe 0 " m9, 7h, 
fewer, concurring perſonally in the ſame Aﬀion- 
theſe Texts Acts 1. 14. and 2. 1. aud 4. 24. 
12. and 7. 57, and 8. 6. and 12. 20, and 15˙ 
and 18. 12. Rom. 15. 5, 6, 7. 1 
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ns Porch. (*) And of the reſt durſt ns Man join 
ſelf to the m, but the People magnifyed them. ARS 
' I, 2, 3» 5, 6% And in thoſe Days, when the 
nber of the Diſciples was multiplied, there aroſe 
murmaring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews. 
They the Twelve called the Multitude(+) of the 
Wiſciples unto them, and ſaid, it is pot meet that 
xz ould leave the Word of God and ſerve Tables 
herefore Bret br en, look ye out among you [even Men 
hineſt Report, whom we may appoint ver this Ba- 
„. And the ſaying pleaſed the whole Multitude: 
7 they choſe Stephen, &c. whom they ſet before 
|: Apeſtles. Acts xxi. 18, 22. The Day fellowin 
ul went in with us to James, and all the Elders 
ere preſent» And they ſaid unto him, the Multi- 
i: (||) nuſt needs come together, for they will.bear 
bet thuu art come. Acts xv. 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 22. 
Wd when they were come to Fabel . 
red of the Church, and of the 


em, they were 


. 


poſtles and El- 


a r5,,-but there roſe up certain of the Sed of the 
pl 


Phariſees which — ſaying. — And the A. 
2 


, poſtles 


n 
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"ll (:) Here the Holy Ghoſt tells us expreſly of the 
ae where they all aſſembled with one accord, So- 
s Porch. Againſt this tis ſaid that it was 
os TYNE for Solomon's Porch to held them all, But 
e % flatly contradit the Teſtimeny of the He 
e, muſt own, if they will believe him in any 
. that the place now under that Name was great- 
"WY then that Porch of Old Built by Solomon, for by 
paring Chap. 3. 11. with Chap. 4. 4. we ſee, that 
Thouſand at leaſt were converted in that Place, 
that Sermon, and theſe were not all they that heard 
Word there. But if they who would mate the 
mbers ſo great, that they could not be one Aſem- 
V will have the Number converted by that Sermon 
tbat Porch to be five Thouſand, they muſh alſo ac- 


| 120 4 that this ſame Porch held more than five \ 
uſan 9 | 
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poſtles and Elders came together for to ronfifter. 
Matter —— Then all the Multitude ( Foray 


and gave Audience to Barnabas and Pau, —4 
after they bad held their Peace, James ant nd ti 
fe aying, Men and Brethren bearken unte me. we 
zt pleaſed the Apeſtles and Elders, with the wh: 
Church, to ſend choſen Men of their own Company": 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabax. eber 
What now ſhould be the Scope of the Spirit of GOP" 
in telling us of all that believed, the Multitude ion © 
them that believed, the Multitude of the Diſciplf «! 
the whole Church, their being together, or in WF /# 
; lace, their cottinuing with one Accord, or in pe 
nal Communion in the Temple, and in Sh 
Porch, and their being a ſeparate Body there, . w. 
reſt not daring to join themſelves to them, f '": 
Joining all together in the choice of Deacons Wi belt 
ſerve them in the Matter of their common Caribe / 
and joining with the Apoſtles and their Elders" be 
ending Letters to Antzoch, and all this without Wy c 
ver giving us the leaſt Hint of their being dis 5 
Into many Cungregations ? Does he thus conftafH de 
Iy ſpeak of them as one undivided Hody, allen be Thi 
frequently and ordinarily in one Plate for the WE 4p 
Mhip of God, and all Matters of common Concem 
them, and leave us to make out a Conſtitution nun 
Order of that Church, which ſhonld be follow ds up! 
a Plan laid down by the Holy Ghoſt for after Mach t 
and this from the Number of the Diſciples, ii not 
Ing ſo great, that the Church of Jerufalem elo 
not be, as he ſeems expreſsly to ſay ? "It were Ms, 
agreable to a due regard to the Seriptures of Tuß in th 
to ſay ſomeching for reconciling the Seriptute dup t 
count of the Nature of the Church in Feruſalem Amun 
the Numbers of Diſciples there, than to uſe an Wi © utie 
decent Freedom with the plain Words of the H jel, 
N * Sin n (13028. v "I the ſan 
| | 1 about 
— — hn — a 3 — = ne 
che 7aF8e; See Lauder on the Divine ih 


Stution of Biſhops, baving Churches 


canli 


\ WIE: © No 

if to reconcile Hoa ond our on diſtant Con- 
ences drawn from Words ſpoken by him, beſide 
pe in theſe Words. Ki * 
d to this good Purpoſe, tis obſeryable, that 

were ſome Ihings ſome way extraordinary in the 
arch at Jeruſalem, by Reaſon of which a greater 
ititude could be' one Congregation there; thin 
ther Places, where we read of Churches of 
ritt in the New Teſtament. As 1. The Com- 
nion ot Goods among them. Acts ii. 44, 45, 46. 


2 


; { all that believed — had all things common, 
ad their Poſſeſſions and Goods, and parted. 
Min to of Men, as every Man had need. And 
ang Bread from Houſe to Houſe, did eat their 
WE with Gladneſs and SingJeneſs of Heart. And 


| ir. 32, 34, 35+ And the Multitude of them 
believed were of one Heart and of one Soul: 
ther ſaid any of them that" ought of the. Things; 
178 b be poſſeſſed, was his own, but they had all \ 


==" 


ut W's common. Neither was there any among 
ian, that lacked : For as many as were Poſſeſſors 
ſtands or Houſes, ſold them, and brought the Prices 
bliſs: Things, that were ſold, and laid them down 


the Apoftles Feet, and Diſtribution was made un- 
ery Man according as be had need. By this 
pmunion of Goods, they were a Body of People 
Ing upon a common Stock, and had Acceſs to 
duch together, and to be well acquainted, and 
not hindred by their ordinary Employments 
| cloſs Communion in their private and publick 
ftings, and from continuing daily with one Ac- 
Lin the Temple: For thus they ſeem to haye 
up themſelves wholly unto the Buſineſs of theit 
Imunion in the Worſhip of God, and in the mu- 
Duties of bratherly Love, and in ſpreading the 
el. This was extraordinary, for the Caſe was 
te ſame in other Churches, where the 'Difci- 
ſabour'd for moſt part in their ordinary Em- 
kentsthro* the Week, 1 or. xvi.· z. and aſſembled | 
Brtly on the Lord's Day. 255 
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2. They had the Conveniency of theT 


2 meeting Place, where it was free to all Sorty Ic 
dects of the Jews to aſſemble without Trou tte) 
Moleſtation, even from the Romans if they di ſ-"'* * 
diſtucb their Government, or make an 0 ter d 
The Members of the Church were all Yew 5. Ar 
had not yet forſaken the Obſervation of the e, 
monies of Moſes Law: And as *tis plain they pre one 
ed openly in and about the Temple, ſo the oon o 
ſti an · Inſtitutions of Baptiſm, and the eating of B oss v 
and drinking of Wine in the Lord's Supper, ence 
like to tome Uſages among the Jews, and could dowr 
occaſion greater Offence to the Unbeligying Cb 
than the preaching of the Goſpel, and the grea ein ti 
verſions thereby. We have ſeen before, that ore 
were a ſeparate Body in ſome of their Meeting Leatt. 
the Temple, and tis alſo obſervable, that the ed af 
Pls, not yet join'd to the Church, and that durlii$ Tha 
join themſelves unto them, magnify'd them, W I. 
that chey had Fayour with all the People for and 
Time, Ads v. 11,-—14. and Ad, ii. 8. the G 
When the Perſecution became ſo hot, that nee, 
could nat aſſemble with one Accord in the Ten tion 
they were ſo ſcatter'd abroad, that it eannd id 
ſhow'd, there remain'd any more in , FeruſdW'vrou 
during the Perſecution, than might aſſemble in r the 
priyate place; neither after the Heat of that ri, 
cut ion was over, Can it be ſhown, that there wa! Lineſs 
greater Multitude in the Church at Jeruſalem, W'*0cc 
tuch as might and behoved to come together | oft 
Place, As xxi. 18,.—22. for tho' James and ti Tim 
ders ſpeak to Paul of many Thouſands of Fews Lter 
believed; yet they do not tell that theſe I en 
ſands were in the Church at Feruſalen lcipl, 
by that Time there were many other Church lly af 
believing Jews, throughout all Jadea, As 1 bu 
Gal. i. 22. occaſioned y Paul's perſecuting, F We 
ing, and ſcattering the Church at Feruſalem, - . 


wid 


thoſe diſtin& from the Church. in PAT es 
many believing Fews thro the World, that cal 


the Feaſt. 
9 Wen 


/ 


Tis Obſervable, 5 4 2 the Multitude 
be ſo great, and the Perſecution ſuch, 
u they could not conveniently aſſemble with one 
word in one Place, it was ſo order'd, they were 
rd abroad, and other Churches made out f 
n And, ſuch a great Multitude of Diſciples in - . - 
alem being Kept together till then aſfſembling 
ih one Accord in the Temple, without any Ini 
non of its being divided into 'diſtin&'Congre> 
tions united in a Presbytery, makes way for an 
rence of this Nature, that the Holy Ghoſt, lay- 
down a Plan in the Church at Jeruſalem, for all 
er Churches of Chriſt, kept that great Multi- 
+ in the State of a Conpragagin, till it could 
nore be {a, and then orde / Things fo, that it 
; (catter'd abroad, and ełher new Churches e- 
ed after the Faſhion of itt. ; 
That great Multitude was all of one Heart an 
l. The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
e and brotherlyLove was there in its very prime, 
the Gift of Tangues was there in exceeding A+ 
ance, with all Gifts neceſſary unto — Es - 
ation: For the Members of that Church were 
find and train'd up there for ſpreading the Goſ- 
tirougir the World: And the Multitude was 
er the Overſight and Guidance of all the Apoſtles 
iriſt, ſo that no Objection ariſing from the Un- 
line ſs of ſuch a great Body bf Men, or from the 
rence of Languages among, them can ſhake the 
lh of their being all one Congregation affembling 
[Time to Time with one Accord in one Place. 
lere might be manifold Meetings of Diſciples in 
ele, but it ſeems pretty plain, that the Body 
Ilciples called the Church could and did fre- 
ſly aſſemble with one accord in one Place, and 
but one Copgregation. +. — ** 
WS we find the Words Church and Congregation, of 
me Import in Jeruſalem; and it this was the Caſe 
e may @xpeR to find it ſo in other Pla- ++ 
| This - 
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when they hed gatbered the Muiltitide © 456 


\ 


| that ye are mad? 


That Church, when . firſt ere&ed, conſilted 
- that from that Time the Succeſs of 'the Got 


and we are told ver. 26. That he and Pl als 
_ themſeives @ whole Tear with the Churth;and i 


and all ſpeak with Tongues, and there come IM 


— 


e e oh OP SBA. {x 16 3 DP W 
1 5151 Church of the Gentilbs wi al 
he Diſciples there ſeem to have bern N 
toChurechOrder by Barnabas, 4 xi, tom 


26, 27. When they returned to Antioch fie, 
Work which they bad fulfilled, it is faidy they x 
red the Church tegetber, and rehearſed u that 
had done with them, and how be bad open 
Door of Faith unto the. Gentiles. Acts xy. 30. 
they were diſmiſſed | they came to Anlioch +: 


they delivered the Epiſtle. The Church it 
was a numerous Church, but ſtill one Congreg 
anda Church of the ſame kind wick that M thy 
See the xi. chap. of the firſt Epiſtle 4ir6864 
the Church of God at Corinth, yer. 18, 20 2 
When ye come together in the Charch, - I he tht 
Diviſcons among you,—When ye come togtlier 
fore into one Place, this is wot to eat the Lordi 
er, Lor ye cannot eat the Lord's Supper] 70 
"Save ye not Houſes to Eat and to Drink m i" 
piſe'ye the Church of God“ Chap. xiv, 23. 
fore the whole Church be come togethe# int Mit 


that are Unlearned ar Unbelitvers, will they 


The Church at Epheſus is much ſpoke” off 
atter, and the Numbers of the Converts th 
ſited on, the ſame Way, as inthe "Cite" f 
lem, to ſhew that the Church there behovedti 
fiſt of many Congregations united in a Prei 


great Number, Ads xix. 7, ge And t 


Epheſus, was very great: Paul's Continuisck 
for the Space of two Years, gave occaſion toi 
Proconſular Aſia, to heat the Word of the Ut 
ſus, ver. 10. So that the Growth and Pre 
of the Word of God there ver. 28. furniſhed 
for the ſeyen famous Churches of Af, 


- BP 
* 


* 


* r &s is | 


* ow” "fy ſus: was | ofie;.. hd) wilthi 
i tian, it Was 3 e the, me Kind :. 4 


of ker ix 5, 25 ppears from the; latter Egd 
i 7; na he Ale, 
as was very far from being £5, N to o the 


al. Chapter I hat all the-'T own 


FEED p | 
. l e on TG ourney calls. the Elders \ 
church to Miletus, he ſpeaks to them, as the 
fers, of one Congregation, Alt, xx. 28. Tabs 
ed. to your, ute and to all the Fleck, over the, 
5 the Hoh Gheſt. bath, made yeouQuerſeers, to fee 


5 If the Church at Epbeſus had been m 

Web ta united in a Presbytery, it eu! 

— a, way of {peaking very agreeable theres. 

1 to bay fa ſa] 9 bed to your. ſelves and the 
wer w ich . the Hely Ghoſt beth malle ver 


Br 5 an this, would bave been reckon'd a ve - 


zunder a Fresbytery; but this way of f OE is 

HW ayoided fo the Writings of the New Teſtament 

ere we find the Diſci of | Chrift at Epheſi j 
inguiſhed from the Presbytery, which. is t at / 
reby fome would make many Congregations on 


alled all one Flock and Church. Tate heed to © 


le you Overſeers. Sa, that here was one 'Flockz ” 
| Congregation, not many Flocks, not many 
krches ar Congregations under the Overſt — 
Presbytery at Epheſus., And this was theChurch ; 
1 1006 the Saints and Faithful at Epbeſus, all 
together for an Habitation of God through 
Pitit, Eyk. ii. 22. In this State remained t 
eh at Epheſus for 4 a long Time after, as they 
Lall 3 852 praying together i in 
lace. & 
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lee kf King” s "_ into _ CAA ＋ ſt; | 
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be burch ofGo which he bath purchaſed with dis own r 


| ſirong ache for a Plurality of Congreg ati- 5 


lurch, and in this Diſtinction from the Preshyte- + 
[ihe Flock, over the which the -Holy' Ghoſt bath, . 


haye been . Antiquity have told 


* — Te : 
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ie The other Churches had det the 
veniency of the Temple for a meeting Places 
nad that firſt Church at 3 3 but they 
Jerge upper Rooms ;, as we find the Church at 1 
aſſembled to partake of the Lord's 1 an in wil 
per Room, where there were many Lights, anda 
ſat, in Windows Ads xx. 6, 7, 8, 9. And tis prol 
ble, that Aquila, ind Priſcilla, great Inſtruments! 
f E the Kingdom of Chrilt, ' keept hug 
- Houſe, wherever they dwelt, as was a fit ee 
Place for the Church in that Place. So we fi 
Paul adviſing the Church at Rome to ſalute 4 
la and Pri ſalla, probably then at Corinth, with 
Church in their Houſe; and writing to the Corinth 


j a _ ens from ſome other Place, he, tells them, that 


guila and Priſcilla ſalute them, with the Churel 

their Houſe, Rom. xvi. 1, ——5. 1 Cor. vi. 19. Wo 

alſo read of one Nymphas, whom Paul defires i 
. Coloſſians to ſalute, with the Church in his Hou 


\ . Which was probably ſome one or other of the A 


Churches, perhaps Laodices it ſelf," Ch. vi. 1 
\ Philemon had a Church in his Houſe, Phil. ver. 
He ſeems to have been ſome great Man. 

Upon this Head of the Scripture-Language abd 
the Church, it will not be eaſie otherwiſe to {it 
fy any Man's Conſcience, how it is, that the Hy 
_ Ghoſt, when ſpeakinz of all the Diſciples of Chi 
in a Nation or Province, that could not aſſem 
ordinarily in one Place, ſo conttantly abſtains fre 
calling them the Church of ſuck a Nation, or \P 
vince, or ene Church by themſelves, but ſays y 
Brethren or Saints in ſuch Places, Acts xv. 23. 
Cor. i. 1. and the Churches of Galatiaz Gal. 1, 
the Churches of Macedonia, 2 Cor. viii. 1. 


ing of the A of Chriſt in a City or Is 
which might alilenfble together ordinarily in @ 
Place, calls them a Church, ſaying the Church 
Antioch, the Church at Corinth, the Church of Hi 


| : Jus, and the like? Shall we believe that ſud 


1 State of the Church has the Stamp of Divine 
k : 5 | n ee 
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| 5 CASTS ET Ld 
rity upon it, that the Holy Ghoſt has ſo much 
thorn to fayaur with the Name of a Church, and 
Favours of which he has ſtrictly avoided dr 
fo much as one Word ? He foreknew what De- 
Uns would be brought upon the Churches aſter 
v Plan, by the Inventions of Men in this Matter; 
d therefore he has cut off from themall Pretences 
ito any Authority from his Wards for their own 
pyentions. , | y 
The whole Nation of the ems was one Church ag 
beforejlaid,under the Old Teſtament, and tis ve- 
remarkable, that after the Diſperſion, all the 
ciples of Chriſt in Judea, arFnotcalled a Church 

y themſelves, or one Church, but Churches, 
ir. 31. Gal. i. 22. 1 Theſy, ii. 14. Tis true 
is careful Obſervation of the Words of God in 

Matter is much n | by ſome, and they 
p ſee no Weight in ſuch Obſervations upon the 
rds of God, ' becaule they are plainly againſt 
n. But to ſhew what Pains ſome very great and 
od Men have, been at to find Countenance from 
iture Words, unto ſuch a State of the Church 
they have been prejudiced in Favours of; ſee 2 
they go to Work, to make all thoſe Churches 
Judea one Church, in the SeriptureStile, They tel 
* Theſe whom Paul perſecuted were me Church, 
Gal. i. 13. Acts viii. 3. And ſo wers the Di- 
les, whom he is ſaid to 1 in thoſe Texts; 
perſecuted, and waſted, and mad Havock of the 
urch of Feraſalem, Acts viii. 1, 3. But ſay they, 
Jerſecuted more than the Church in Jeruſalem, 
+» ii tow is chat made out ? He obtained Let- 
175 | from the Chief Priefts to go to Damaſcus, that if 

ad any of that Way, be might bring em beund 
em, and bad Authurity from them, to bind 

C 2 thet call d upoy Chriſt's Name there, Acts ix. 2, 

« 4 After he had ſcattered.the Church at Fe= Yi 
1 broad, and they had fled far from thence, li 
© nues them, and perſecutes them, not now cals - / 
uu Church, nor the ſame Church he made Ha- 
of and waſted, As viii. but the Diſeiples, and 
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4 i 20 3 
all that catd on Chriſt's Name; but now whn ered 
goes to Damaſcus he's beyond Jude ; H, ion 


This make all the Diſciples in, 4d a, Churc t 
themſelves, or one Charch ? They tell We- 
„ Te read of Churches througbout Judea, Galoi qu 
Acts ix. 31:” Ves after the Diſperſion, .and duliuld | 
the Perſecution, there were Churches. ering, 
> | Throughout Judea, and Galilee, and Saag 
duo are the Churches of Judea one Cech 
themſelves, or how are the Churches in 
ria, and Galilee one Church? The Churgh, e N 
that Paul perſecuted wag: one Church. Yes . 4 
perſecuted the Church at Jeruſalem ; the N 
 :Ghoſtſays ſo, and that he had Letters and u M 0! 
miſſion to perſecute all that called on that Nana" 
Damaſcus and he breathed out Threat 
Slaaghter againſt the Diſtiples ot the L e 
ever they were? But does the Holy 
That all the Diſciples of Chriſt, ,wifhin ie G 
' Paſs of Ground, as far as Saul may'be ſuppaſed 

p Fertecure were one Church by themſglves* Ml 
lay, the Churches of Judea, to whome Paul may ned 
buon by Face, ſaid he perſecuted us iy Jum \ > the 

| be perſecuted ys the Churches : for they will 
the Churches 1 of themſelves in a Church (We ! 
pacity, and all joining as Churches; for. it W Cont 
oil all, to ſay, that the Diſciples of Chrif, "0! | 
d out of the Church at Feruſalem, for feu Ap 
Saul, and were now Members of the Churches an. 
Juda, that were raiſed in Time of that Perſegus | 
ard to which Saul was not known by Face ſaid, 
that perſecuted us in Times paſt, preacheth the A by 

that once be deſtr d. And next ns ſay, 


for 
I rch { 


* 


, \& perſetuted one Cherch,and ſo all theſe Churehet out 
es one Church,” Tis ſaid Paul peſecuted the Chi 
at Jeruſalemm, but is it (aid, that all other Churd 
and Diſciples, that might be perſecuted: ! 
were that one Church, that he waſted in J 
lem ? . | / 1.1 2899 
Re The Holy, Ghoſt in giving Account of Saul's 1 
8 ſecution, and of the Church in Feruſalems And ent, 
n K.. == << THEM of 0 ; a 9 i 4 5 e up! 
BI ; 4 L 
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* 
* 


8 


Alon of the waſting of the Church in Jeruſale m, 
very cloſs by his uſual Way of ſpeaking on 
lead. But they, by confounding Times, by 
glequences- very wide, and abſtract Notions, 


Our Reformers taking their-Notions.of the Church 
om the Word of God, acknowledge no other 
urch of Chriſt beſides the univerſal, but Congre- 


Mhereloeyer then, theſe former Notes (+) are ſeen, 
and of any Time continue (be the Number never 
b few, about two or three) there without all 
Joubt is che true Church, of Chriſt, who accorg. 


bat univerſal; of which we haye before ſpoken, 
it particular, ſuch as were in Corinthus, Gala- 
is, Epbeſus, and other Places, wherein the Mi- 
try was planted by Paul, and were of himſelf 
med the Churches of God: And ſuch Churches 


Conteſſion of Faith, which was ſworn to in the 
inal Covenant. And what is ſaid of the Nature 
e Apoſtolick Churches on this Head by Mr. 
rand Mr. Lauder againſt Dioceſan Epiſcopa- 
id by King in his Enquiry into the Cenſtitu- 
oc. of the primitive Church, may alſo. be con- 
td by them, that have ſown a great Reſpe& 


7 g 


te Writers in Oppoſition to Prelacy. 
Fart of the Propoſition, before we paſs it. 
e : RE 


- 


a. Ae... 


mn rape noon os 
| lboſe Notes are 1. The true preaching 


of Bs 
at tents of Chriſt Feſus.— 3. Ecclefiaflical Di- 
eben minſticd as. God's Word preſexibes: 


We 4 * * 


ad make the Word of God to ſay the very 
bing, that to the utmoſt, it every where avoids. 


tons, as is to be ſeen in the Scots Confeſſion of » 


#, Art. 18. where we have theſe Words. 


to his Promiſe is in the Midſt of them: Not 


2 the Inhabitants of the Realm of Scotland, : 
ofefſors of Chriſt Jeſus, have in our Towns L 
d Places reformed.” And this is a Part of 


but there Is * nd Thing to be noticed in 


of God. 2. T5 right Adminiſtralion the f 


A 


l Diſciples, and ef the Churches raiſed en Y 


— — 
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The Church ar Congregation, 2 which the] of 
- fition ſpeaks, is diſtinguſhed from other AK 
and Congregations ; we ſometimes. get the 
Church, as was noticed, and that being « 
a Congregation of Jeſus Chriſ. 
This is a Congregation of Chriſt's Diſciples 
| have been ſo far taught by his Word add 
as to be able to confeſs the Faith which is in! 
No Man can call Jeſus the Lord without bis lis / 
x Cor. xii. 3- The Roos there ſpeaks ofthe Sen! 
men Operations and Gifts of the Spirit of C | 
Compare v. 13. with Ch. 13. we cannot di wi 
twirt the common and ſpecial Operations x 
Spirit in others, or betwirt a temporary Beli if i 
Who may fall away, and them that believe ih 
ſaving of the Soul. But 46 be that bath nil i 5 
Spirit of Chriſt is, undoubtedly, ane ef his, 
viii. 9. So he that no Way appears by his Profi that 
a of the Faith ta have the Spirit, no Way app ad 
bde ane of Chriſt's ; and fo is no fit Member mul 
. Congregation of | Jeſus Chriſt. _ WY | 
Now the Faith that is confeſſed by the Pi en 
g of* Chr iſt, reſpects the three glorious, 1 
ſtin& Perſons of the one only Gadhead,) in lth 2 
Name we are baptized, and it reſpe&s them d: 
appear to us in the Goſpel Revelation of Ne He,: 
tion and Salvation in ſeſus Chriſt, Met. xxvii 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nations,Baptizing 
in the Name of the: Father, and of the Seu, & 
tbe Holy Ghoſt. | bo GEE 
The Faith of Chriſtians is the Faith of Chri 
Son of God, Mat. xyi.16, 17,-18. Ats,yiii. 3643 
more eſpecially under the New Teſtament,it Win ; 
in bis Bleed, Rom. iii. 25. and in him as la 
for our Offences, and jaiſed again for our Julia 
Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. Rom. x. 6, 8, 9, 10% 
teouſneſs, which is of Faith, ſaitb.— I Wt 
is - nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in ii 
that is" the Word of Faith which we preach; 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Teri 
and ſhalt believe in thise Heart, that God hal 


A . 
* [ 
10 


"% 
* 


bn from the 44d, thou ſhalt be ſaved: Bu © 

x ps „ A ; 

ith the Mouth Confeſhon' 3s made uyts hh; 
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Nom this it may ap „ that there's Adee in 
Canfeffion of the Faith, than a bare aſſenting 


| or ſubſeribing any Form of Words, expreſſing 
oarine of Faith: For tho” it may be very 
for a Church, er many Churches to publiſh _ 1 
Faith to the World, and make it known in Wl 
Age, ſo as to point out the Word of God and 1 
benſe of it; in Oppoſition to the Hereſies and 
prevailing in the Day wherein they live, 
it will require another Sort of a Conſeſſion, than 
Aſſent unto any ſuch Form of Words, eſpeci- 
if it de under any worldly; Conſtraint, to 
Man accounted of as a'Dilciple of Chriſt, 
0 a ft Member of a Church of his. He nuſt 
6 with the Mouth, ſo as it may appear ſome 
| that it comes from his Heart. And howevyet 
nd indiſtinc his Confeſſion of the Faith be, 
mult appear unto others, who ſhould acesutt 
Diſciple, to be hearty, : For with the Heart 
Welieveth unte Righteouſneſs, and with the 
canfeſſon is made. Thus we find when the 
d azks Philip, wbat dub binder me to b g 
4 He anſwers, If thi believeſt with" a1 
Hart, thou mayeſt; and. when he ſatisfied him 
b by his Confeſſion, in Conſequence of Phi- 
aching, he baptiz'd.him, Ad; viii. 35,38. | 
ame Purpoſe we may conſider, 4d, v. 12, 
which more nearly touches the Caſe of 
thip in a particular Church or Congrega- 
[Jeſus Chri „„ They were all with one Ac- 
in —_— DR and of the reſt durſt no 
Vn himſelt unto them; but the Peo ©." 
| Amend Believers were the more d 55 ; 
td, Multitudes both of Men and Women.” 
det the People that magnify'd them, have 
Wtted among them, and charitably thought 
n they durſt not joyn themſelves to Go 1 
mY 5 ot 
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0 X I [ys 
* ere, eld 1 2275 Mey, | 
Moc the Faith, whatever. Strivangs wh 
0 pry, Goa 2 been under; and there Was ſuch 
od upon them, -by Means of: what bl 
— 18 "77 char, they durſt nbt fei 9 05 
| 75 themſelves. This o 4 great A 
pork of that Church I6tious Fru . 
kenin Providence in the Churches n wishl 
Shoe of the Goſpel marr' d btα ie 
on of the Diſciples from ot bers f o 79 55 
ol the Goſpel was the greater; A fligiCh 


Ergaled the more in ber! att, It W. 
n'end Women weng ade be Lai Wire 

hat Werg they 4, Hg are [they zd 

Nl = 5 575 that 1 u dethem, and Aaron 


themſelyes unto them? oF Bain Belietei 
95 0 ſo to be in Wagen gment of. Catit); 
the onfeſſion they. made vt the Faith Uf 
2 there. was great Care among the -Diſciplgi#t 
 Salem,to keep off. ſuch, as they believe 
—  Vlilciples, from their Communion; af 
Inſkance, 77705 ix. 26 2728 ben un 
5 2 5 bimſelf 920 the: A 
fra of bim, and bp not that be wf 
. ; and ſo received im not, till Apoſtl 
ceiue d Satisſallion ; from. B aba lrar bin 


N elf t 


When this Church was fi erected, after t are 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt it was made up Wo to 2 
that had been p e in their Hearts, and x lieyi 
7 received the ord AA ii. 31 A4. 41 m of 
made a enfiagly bearty Confeſſion of the. all th 
were added unto oye e an. roo be 4 b . 
with them one Church, and ſo ſeparated , * 
from char untoward , Generagion," according d Conf 
ter's Exhortation. „ a; bu tl 
There is. an Uffty of the Paitk ef Chris; bu 
ples, Epb. iv. 3, 5 13. And as the Sa Me” 
Chriſt is the common Privilege of all; that! Fa. 
In all Nations, Jude 3. ver. Rev. v. 4 Dil 
Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt, is 1 ko, * * of 
al them that belicy . without 2 ga) 


1 50 there is Wi ane. 3 e and. the! TY 

Kr of this Faith, as it is one, in 41 them that 
cuiſbs throughout the World, qualifies a Man 
beige 4 Member of à Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 

tis Means a fit Member of any one Church 

de a Member of any. true Church of Chriſt 
pughout the World; And this was the Catholi- _ 
u that took Place in the” be ginhihg of Chriſtia> 

„ But a Church, of Wich a Man cannot be 2 

wher dy a'Heafty©Confeion of this one Faith, 

thout a Confeſho the 35's of Doctrines, 4 
bitch the Bile? pr of Chriſt; © by: reaſon of 
Ferent Meaſures 6 he have differed, and 

d reſpec to its of Ne — to for- 
Kone are THOR eeping the Unity of the 
Nit, is off from the Eseln font ing, upon 
2 Church- eommunion went from the beginning. 
1 Man confeſs What Do&rines he will, yet B 
Nur not hearty in the Confeſſion ot whe oor ; 
„he cannot be a Member of a Congreg 

Ruit D and they ought tot” O wa 
munion with Him as a Diſciple» But howey 
Man differ from other Diſciples of- Chriſt; if” 1 
esa hearty Agreement witk'tllem in the G 
of the Faith, 48 5 . ohe, and eſſay to Joya 
elf to any of Chriſt's Diſeipl 
re bound to receive” him; if he Jeet c 
to 4 Company of Diſciples, ſeparated from the- 
lieying World, and join'd together in the Con- 
mot the ons Faith, and that Becauſe the ds , 
al think in all Things, as he does, then Vet is, 
bis Point, guiley of a Breach of the Cong 
ty, and not they. Every Diſciple of Chri 
confeſs the whole Truths of Chriſt; the very 
ol them at all Hazards, ſo far as he knows 
; but it is the Confeſhon of the one Faith; 
makes a Man z pro Member of a huren 
brit, or & proper Object of brotherly Love. 

de Difciples of Chriſt, that confeſs the Faith of 
don of God; delivered for our Offences, and 


again for our Juſtifications do allo call -_ 
| D. Fords: 
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4 . 28. ien 
Lord: For to this end, Chriſt both died -an} 
again, that be might be Lord both of the dea, 
of the living: So that whether we live, we 
ante the Lord, and whether we die, we dic 
the Lord; whether therefore we live. or dit, w 
the Lord's, Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9. The Love of 0 
conſtrains bis Diſciples, becauſe they thus 15 
F one died for all, then were all dead, that 
wbich live, ſhould not henceforth live to tbemſt 
but to him that died for them, and riſe 
2 _ V. 14, ir | An cb pid 
As it is a vain Thing to iſt Lord, 
not ſtudy to do the Things that he ſays; ſo wh 
ever appears not to hay a ,Senſe of his Autho 
upon his Conſcience, but lives in open Diſobedis 
Fo his Laws, and profeiles not Repentance fi 
dead Works, nor a re to obſerye whatſoever 
commands, cannot be in the * of C 
accounted a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Dfſciples of Chriſt therefore, are Obſe 
of his Inſtitutions, ſo far as they them; 
Call on the Name of the Lord qeſus, they are fh 
ing to follow him in theſe Commandments of ( 
"That are chiefly inſiſted on in his Word ; uch 
the Command to deny our ſelves, and take up 
> von and. follow him; the Command to love 
Enemies, and bleſs them, and pray for them, 
the like. But the trying Command ment of the 
Teſtament, and the diſtinguiſhing Fruit of F 
whereby the Sincerity of our. Faith, and of all 
Obedience, is tried and manifeſted, is the C 
mandment of brotherly Love g a peculiar. Lore 
the Diſciples of Chriſt on his Account, and fof 
Sake, Jobn xiii. 34, 35. John xv. 1 Cor. Sills 
vi. 9, 10, 11. and 1 „ of John, There uu 
A Profeſſion of this in all them that are to be 
counted Diſciples of Chriſt. For by this fhal 
Men know that we are bits Diſciples, if . 
Tove one to another. And he that ſat he 4 
#be Light, and hateth bis Brether, is in Dat 


5 eden until new; be that loveth bis Brother abi 
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„ RAI; 
te Light, end thero is none Octafun of humbling 
* Ty. WMA 
itſeems to be one great End of the Inſtitution 
4 Goſpel-church, that the Diſciples may be in 
| — and regular Practice of the Duties of 
b Lore toward one anather.. , This Love reſpe&s 
| the Saints, all the Diſciples of Chriſt through- 
it the World; but in vain do we pretend to love 
| the Saints, while we ſhew- forth no more Love te 
& of them as we have ſeen, than to the reſt of 
te World. Our Love to God is to be tried by our 
we ta our Brother, whom we have ſeen, 1 Jobn 
20. and our Love to the Lord ,Jeſus will be 
eafured by our Love to them at the laſt Day, 
th. xxy. from ver. 34. to the end. Now there 
ay be many of the Diſciples ef Chriſt, whom we 
ye but ſeldom Acceſs to ſee, and ſe cannot per- 
im the Duties of this Love towards them, but 
eiſionally, and as Providence ſometimes offers 
bportunity 3 but it is neceſſary unto the Eſta- 
ibment in the Faith, the Comfort and full Affu- 
(ce of Hope in the Diſciples of Chriſt, and unto 
tir mutual Edification in Love, chat they be con- 
itly and regularly in the Exereiſe of the Duties 
this Love toward one anether, where there is 
Company of them, that, by Dwellings and Cir- 
ſtances, can Conveniently perform theſe Duties 
rd one another. Heb. vi. 10, 11. God is not - 
ghteous to forget your Work and Labour of Love, 
lieb you have ſhewed toward his Name, that ye 
ve miulſtred unto the Saints, and do miniſter g 
we deſire that every one of you do fhew the 
Diligence to the full Aſſurance of Hope unto 
End. Col. ii. 1, 2. I would that ye knew what 
at Conflict I have for you, and for them at Late 
te, and for as many as have not ſeen my Face 
toe Fleſh;, that their Hearts might be comforted, 
knit together in Love, and unte all Riches of 
ful Aſſurance of Underſtanding,” to the Acknow- 
ment 7 the- Myſtery of God, &o. Heb. ili. 12, 
þ Toke beed, * left there be in any of you. 
| _ He | 4 
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> every ene of them all toward: each other abound 


pas been meet Objects of this Charity or lf, 
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agcevil Heart of Unbelef, in deParting' frim\ 
living God; but exhort one another daily, while 
called, To- Day, leſt auy of you be harlened:thrifl 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, Heb. x. 23, 24. Let 
hold faſt the Profeſſicn of our Faith without why 
ing, — and let us conſider one another to provoke un 
Love and good W.rks, not forſaking the aſſembli 
of our ſelves together; 'as the: Manner of ſome | 
but exhorting one another, &c. 1 Theſſ. v. 11. Were 
fore, comfort. your ſelves together,” and edify one 
nother, even as alſo ve do, 1 Cor. xii- 25, 264 #7 
From theſe and ſuch like Places it appears, th 
this conſtant and regular Practice of the Duti 
of this Love, muſt be in a Congregation, or 
Company of Diſciples joined together, and alen 
bling themſelves together for that Purpoſe, ar 
this canyibt take Place but in a Congregation 
Diſciples. Se this is one great End of the Der- 
Inſtitution of a Goſpel-chur en. 
But unto this it, is neceſſary that all the Me 
bers of ſuch Churches be fit Objects of this br 
therly Love, and the Duties ef it. , Therefore: 
find the Members of the Apoſtolick Churches, © 
led the Brethren, and Brethren for whom Chr 
died, according to the Lord's Commandment z 15 
we ſhould love one another, even at he loved \ 
The Apoſtle's Exhortation to the | Elders of 1 
Church of Epheſus, is remarkable to this Puipe 
Take heed. ſays he, #0 all the Hock — te fee 
Church of Ged, wbich be bath purchaſad with 
own Bleed. It there was any one of that Flock: 
Church, of whom it could not be ſaid in the ſui 
ment of Charity, that he was pürchaſed with 
Blood of God; the Strength of the Apoſtle s Arg 
ment for their taking heed to all the Flock, 
feeding them, would he gone with reſpect to 
Perſon. The Church of the Tbeſſalenignt, 2 N 
i. 3. is commended: for this, Tbat the © Charity 


Which could not he, it every one of them all i 


\ , 
— 1 


4 


| i 2 27. | 8 
1 For this [ye — * Isen in Chviſt. 
Objects of it, 1 Tbeſſ. iv 9, 10 To what? 
ole would al the Members of the Churches 
frequently exhorted/ to loyevone another with 
Love, if this were not to be ſuppoſed. that 
were all proper Objects of- this Love, and the 
is of it? We find the Church at Epbeſus, 
vii. 4, 5. condemned by che Lord tor che De- 
of this Love, and the Fruits of it amoi them, 
threatned with che Diſſolutãon ot their Church. 
taking away bf their Candleſtick out- uf tes © 
x, on that Account: For thus they came hart 
te End of their being a Church. Some of Ah 
Alan Churches are condemned for holding 
eir Communior, ſuch as were not meet Obiects 
this Love. The Church of Corinth is called t 
e Communion with every one called a Brother 
living ſcandalouſly, and to purge aut thevole 
yen, that they may be a new Lump, 1 C 
for their Enlargement, and that they might 
be ſtraitned /n their o.w]n Bowels, they atre x- 
2 Cor. vis hot to be unequally yaked. toges 
with Unbelievers: Perhaps there may be 
View there unto ſome among them, who be- 
to deny the Reſurre&ion, after they had con- 


E- 
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dhe Faith of Chriſt. We are called in this 
offer of Chriſtian Communion, To turn away. uam 


os have 4 Farm of Godlineſe, denying the Pom. 
fit, 2 Tim. Ui. 5. And tolwithdram our felves 


i every Brabberg tbat walketh diſorderly, in Diſs. 
oc, Wence to the Commands: f Chriſt, 2.T hell. iii. 6. 
ui chat great Kule of Diſcipline laid down by our 
ith ot Matth. xvili, is ſubſerviend to the new Com- 


Iment ot Lovę among his Diſeiples in a Church, 
ears from the Context: Bal when a Brother 
piles, ſo as aur brotherly Love to him may 
we are to take the Pains chere preſcribed: to 
im him; but ifo he obſtitately perſiſt againſt 
indeayours of the Chutch, then we ate come 
d to refuſe) Communioty, and not to walk in 
Feutiar Dutiet of this Love with him. wh 
if \ ; | 
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Ca AED one ne | 7 
a Right to the Title of a Piſeiple z; ſo 
Love mult proceed upon this Unity oth 10 
For otherwiſe it will = no more C , 
ty Love, but Sedtariam and Party :Laye, i 
' which takes Place among the Factions and Þ; ** 
of this Werld. In the Frofeffion of this Cath 
Faith and Love in Chriſt, with the Fruit cri 
the firſt Chriſtians were diſtinguiſhed fram th 
of the World, and one among thetnſelyes;'and 
conformed to their Lord Jeſus Chriſty ſo they 
deſigned Saints, the' Saints, and faithful in ie! 
Jeſus, and all the firſt Churches were Cher 
ſech Saints, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. The yp gelan ty 
ſented in the Viſion ta John b 
| ſticks, on account of the Mantor of "1 mi 

ht to be made - : 4 | 
zut againſt the erviency. of Chiles oe 
tion of a Church, conſiſting * of his Dise ra 
unto this new Commandment 7 brotherly Irons 
it is objected, not only; that it ferves to mak 
viſion, and raiſe Animoſities in the World, but 
it always, in all the Ways, wherein it has beenfWiſon 
tempted in later Ages, hay occaſioned Dirie on 
mong the Diſciples of Chriſt, and their Separ ther 
ao one another. Lore 
to the firſt Thing in this Oblealen, it l art 
againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, and againſt the We bee 
— de of brotherly Love, as ee be; 
Church, ang only of proper 228 be M 
therly Love. For it is certain, that Com 
ment of 5 wherein * are 8 
culiar acence in his Diſciples on 
_ L 22 them for the r u the 
they have to him, does not oblige us to Willi 
this Love upon all Men: And, beeauſe int 
ties of this Love to them, we expreſi our | 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom the World | hates, and ſe 
to the Men of this World to be on bis Side 
Controverſy betwixt the Seed of the Won 


50 Lerpent * is © no. marych if h M 
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hate us 3 hetice there will: th: ati jog Nu 

| ei the iſciples of Chriſt, in their Qbe- 4 
ts this —— and, and the Men of this | 
id, as our Lord. bath warned us 3 and for ghis \ 
World will be condemned at the laſt Day. | 
xv. from ver. 17+ to the Ind, and avi, 1% A. 
(Theſe i» 3—6+ 1 Jobs iii. 11, 12, 19. 
put it is much to be lamented, thut, ſince ia BU 
(Chriſtians have been made in Numbers, by 
lufluenoe of the Powers of the Earth, and nut 
the Influence of the Goſpel. upon their Minds 
| Hearts, and fince the outer Court of Gun 


ſe has been trodden under Foot by the 1 
3 88 


it's Inſtitution in this * 
wot be laid u his itutiom, but u | P 
iples themſelyes'; and for this. conſider, 2. In 
tral of the Steps of Reformation from the Cor - 
ions of Antichriſt, the Diſciples ef Chriſt, theo” 
rent Meaſures of Light, have been wokilly. $- 
d from one another. Take for Inftahne aue 
fion, berwixt Luther and them that ſtooge watt 
on the one Hand, and Tuing iiur and Calvis, 
them that were with them on the other, abdut 
Lord's Supper. 2. By Means of Impoſition; ani 
Wiring 2 — — Diſei — of Chriſt 
e been ſo far engaged in Sectis and Parties, aal 
been trainef ary ſuch a Regatd every one 
he Way of His on Sect, that any Attempt tp 
g them into Qommunion in Love upon theſe 
nes, wherein they are all one, and all divided 
the Men of this World, however ſtrictly join d 
d them in their Sets, mult meet with great Op- 
ion from them. And much of this is owing, 60 
of their Teachers, by whom they have receiy- 
de Golpel, who preſs upon them the Peculiari- 
of tbeir own Sect, which have nothing to ſuy- 
tbem for moſt Bart, but human Authority, and. 
wh ſuch Teal, u if Religien — ink 8 


1 
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n fall wich chänſliwv eM s geb bly | 
| -dience' toi the Lor® bew Comar 7 
8 AFollowing' of his Iniſtitution in chi Mitte) A * 

2 ro! it, cannetarfgvof expoöfing- The Dei 
Obrist co the Hitrtal of 'the:' Men ef t : 


And itvis alſo ta de motierd; thut we be 
ſtrong By aſs toward the Friend hip -und Pall 
»»$this World, and toward Conformity thy; 
Worid, and that ii @ not eaſy td gecehcle d 

» Sies ſo that 1 ſee many of 

iples; content ĩugqthemſelves in A Way go 

; agen much-maywity d and extolP ay thit * 
cexpoſe- then muaf to the Wortd's Hatred, 

_ wherein ſhiey May indulge themfef yet i © | 

ances with and Conformity to che World] nd 

urig up againft x Way that epöſes chem 

3 * 22 nawerldlyiAd vantages attendih 

- « We: Wart not Iaſdaners af this im the New Wi 

ment, /andbyhatehds betn;may be again. 

By rthede and Tuch like Confiderations? it 
| | 1 —— that the Blame of Diviſiens! 'ariſi 


-Chriſt's Diſciples; their attempting to" 


. Anſtitution in this Matter, is not to be Eaſt oN 
Anttitution, which ſerves to jdyn them althy 


in Love, in that wherein they ate all one; and 4. 

. vided from the World; but it muſt ly upon gre 
5 [Diſciples chemſelves, and while theſe Diſciple, :: 
dais that do oppoſe it, are ſo far guilty of 50 6. 7 
de — and Corruptions attending e N 
1 that have, m. Time to lime, ittem ted to tc 
low the Commandmeyit of Chriſt in this M i. 


mould not be juſtified, nor ſhould their Faul 
 _  /{mproven againſt the pure and holy Command! 
bf Feſas Chriſt. a 
However many Diſciples of his may oppoſ 
yet t is moſt agreeable to the new Nature int 
which leads to Separation from the Men of 
World, and conſtant Communion in Love witl 
Diſciples of the Lerd. And tho? we be bol 
torbear the Practice of indiffesent Things, 1 
es of offending weak Brethren pet no Ma 
I : c 
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a "of off6itng weak Btethren, or that 5 
Ii to det about 50 Step of Reformition from an 
Fr t State of Things, ohder which the Diſciples 
they be all ſatisfy'd in its The Diſciples 
t openly confefs'd” Chriſt, and followed him. 
te not to be blamed for- tranſgreſling the Law of : 
therly Love, decauſe they ditfered therein from 

f that would not confeis him for fear, and be- 
aſe they were afraid of being put out of the Syna- 
wac, and beeauſe they loved the Praiſe of Men 
than the Praiſe of God. The Haare and 
ty Diſciples, Act i. Vaited not for the reſt of - 
MP's Diſciples at that Time, and I them came 
Spirit. See Heb. x. 25. 7 
There remains yet 2 Third'T Rag Wat belongs 
Scripture Notion of a Diſciple of Chriſt, a 
iber of 4 Churck of his, wh that is the Confeſs 
of the Chriſtian Hope, the one Me. "This Ha 
me of theſe notable Three, of which the Ap 


whether there be © Propheſies, they ſhall. fait; 
ber there be. Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe z vj 155 

e be Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away: ; 

abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, tbeſe Three ;, but 
greateſt of the e is Charity. Concerning this 
ple, and che Profeffion of it, fe theſe Texts, Hebs 
6. But Chriſt, as a Son over his 
e Houſe are we, if we hold 17 the Confidence, 


| the rejoicing of the I pe firm unto hh End. . 
i. 23. If A continue in 1 Faith, — and bs 


Jy 24, 25. Let 'us na 75 faſt | ite Proft 10 e 
(as in the firſt Language } without 5 

e 75 faithful that promiſed, And. let us coſe 
me another "to provoke unte Love, and to g 

tr, — „ Abe aſſembling of our ſelves te- 


& 


Nabes "ook appear to- be 4 Ditepi is of Seit, 
. not àphear to 83 Ne pay - Lift 
Nd in the! — | ads 


thle w gag . re valf; G | 


ks, 1 Cor. Xiit, tg. Charity never Tale 2 


own Houſe, _ 


moved away from the Hope ef the Gl. J. Bt th, 4 


with Chriſt in God, to ar When he 4 ad. 
| wnto a Life in this World > and wiio does. not ot 
feſs himſelf denied to the one, in the Hope of _ 
other, or does not confeſs Moſes's Choice, and bore v 
Himſelf a Stranger on Earth, looking far; the ion 
venly Country, and counting all This Los dior 
be found in Chriſt, 3 his Righteo neſs, 1 
te attain to the glorious Reſurre&:0n of the Dy ntly 
There are doubtfeſs various Degree ok this t we 
and of the Profeſſion of it. There is Hays me W 
the Aſſurance of Hope, and there is the Am] d H 
and the full Aſſurance of this Hope; hut ſomecthWi;. i: 
leſs or more of this Hope in the Profeſſion' of Willy c: 
belongs unto the Notion the Scripture gives ure. 
Diſciple of Chriſt, and a Member of the Chur qu 
This Hope in us, as it is influenced by Faith: C 
Chriſt, our Righteouſneſs, and Love in him tough 
the Saints, ſo it will be according to the Meaſun 
that Faith and Love, Col. 1. 3s 4, 5. 1 22 
Heb. xi. 1. Heb. vi. 10, 11. i John iii, ffom o tl: 
18. to the End. When the Profeſſion of Faith T 
Love was lively, ſa was the Profeſſion of this H 
and there is no greater Evidence of the De am 
Faith and Love, than the Want of that Confide dina 
and rejoicing of the Hope, in the very ProfethoniW:; b. 
it, that appeared in the firit Chriſtians, the on, 
Members of the Chur ches of Chriſt. 
In the beginning, when Men became Chriſtiecicnt 
only by the Influence of the Goſpel of Chriſt, en t 
when there was no worldly Adyantage attgnoliyis of 
Chriſtianity, it appeared in their Profeſſion of 
Faith of Chriſt, chat they were in earneſt about x his 
eternal Life revealed in the Goſpel, and that i I 
8 it unto a Life in this World, and that ¶ alle 
Heved the Truth of the Goſpel, and when wu 
became Companions of the ſuffering Diſciples, iſe, 
was no Reaſon to queſtien their Love to tha th 
and when they confeſſed Chriſt with Joy, «in C 
. Pace of Perſecution, and with the Haard in 
that was near and dear unto them in this M. 


d h 4 good Evidence of their Hope in cher I 
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d. Even then, there were Hypoerites —_ 
Wn; bu: therę was no Ground to queſtion't ; 
crit, while they held faft this Profeſſion. - Yee 
re was in thoſe Days Care taken about the Pru- 
non ok them, that were admitted unte full Com- 
lunion in the Churches of Chr iſt. Some 5 profeſſod 
pod liking daa nud that were not pre- 

; thy admitted . 1 Communion in the Chara 
t were kept un 

me Way able to profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, Love 
Hope, and then they were, called the perfect, 
b. iit. 15. But when the Prabeſſion of Chrittia- 
y came to be attended with worldly Advantages, 
ere was more need of nice Scrutiny: Let it fell 
t quite otherwife,. unto the great Diſhonour of 
Chriſtian Profetlion Whole Nations were 
ought to a Sort of Profeffion of the Name of 
iſt; not by the Influence of the Goſpel, but of 
E Magiſtrate'; and their Profeſſion was ſuita 
to the Influence by which it was brought, about. 
n Thouſand ſuch Converts were then baptized 
one Day; and no doubt there would be great 
y among them, that had the diſpenſing of that 
dinance in their Hands, to ſee ſo many Chriſti- 
z but there was more than Reaſon for that Que- 
n, which was propoſed, when Saul was ſeen .= 
mo the Prophets ; Who is their Father? And the 
ent Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Hep which was, 
kn the Chriſtian Profeſſion expoſed, Men to the 
Is of their All in this World, was loſt, now, when 
ms no Loſs to a. Man's Intereſt in this World, 
his grear Advantage to call, himſelf a Chriſti- 


alled) became National, entwiſted with the ciyil 

thts of Mankind; attended with, a Hope in this 

e, and Chriſt's Kingdom. of this World. After 

b the Nations,. that were Heatben, becoming 
Chriſt ian, were W or refarmed, - ac- 

ding to the Influence of t 

% and great Men in the Earth, and agcordi 
Inuence af the perl of the Earth, 

; ; 2 : 
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er Inſtruction, till they were 


e Clergy, now digni- 
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Thus Chriſtianity (if that Sort of it may be 
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. 4 the Clergy." it was! 
For the Nations, thus brought from Heatheni 
Cbriſtianity, to become Antichriſtian and {dol 
- And tho' the Lord's Hand was reny: rkabh ſe 
-the Reformation, in reviving che (light of the 
*rious Goſpel, and making ſome ef the Kings 
Harth, in ſome Meaſure, withraew their Pom 
_ - , The Beaſt - Let the Reformatior” became Nati 
no otherwiſe, than Chriſtianity became ſo zt 
that is, by their ſubmitting to an external Fot 
national Reformaxion under the Influence of t 
in Power. But Whi'e Church memberſhip you 
2 the fogting of the ancient Profeſſion of P. 
Hope, and Charity, Chriſtianity will not appe 
its V rimitive Beauty and Glory. 
There haye been Attempts, ance the Bahyl 
Captivity, to revive this, and it has heen muef 
poſed: But as was faid of the Second Ten 
when compared with the firſt, ſe it may be fat 
this Cafe; ig it nt as nothing in your Eyes? 
we may be encouraged to build by. this,” That 
Tord will» come to this ſecond Building. L 
therefore -t for ſake the aſſembling ef ourſeloe 
gether, but '&xhort ene another, and ſo math 
Wore, as we ſee the Day 9 8 
So much has been ſaid of the Members, of wl 
2 Church of ſeſus Chriſt is made up- And by 
it is diſtinguiſhed from all other Congregations 
ven tho? they ſhould be calle Cbriftian, which 
not conſiſt of the Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus. 
their being joined together, in the Confeſſi 
the Catholick Faith, Love, and Hope, Which is 
him, they are diſtinguiſhed from all Sectarian 80 
ties. For thus the Bilciples are bullded rage 
him, for an MHabitition f God, through the 
Eph. ii. 22. C the”. Corner src; "in whim 
be Building f God; the Cathfiolick "Church, if 
framed together; is alle the Foundatton, and 
ner in this little Building. compared ver. 24 
. Company of his Diſciples joine Pl er in t 
* he ſtands in the Confethor of theft Faith, L 
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1 wiſhed from the Church Catholick by the Dil 


ant Communion in the Ordinances of Worſki 
ug on the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and gloxity- 
{the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wit#' 7; 

1 Late et eee one Mouth,Rem. xv. 5, 6; 5. 
Ko the conſtant re | 

of brotherly Love toward ene another, and af- 
bling chemſelves together from Time to Time, 
ith one Accord, in'\one Place; _ We” 
cha Cong re gation is a'Chuteh of Jeſus Chrfſt. 
lit is a Habitation, a Temple of God, Eph. ii. 22. 
Dreling place and Aſſembly of Mount Zion, Ifa. 
6 The Ghureh at Corinth is called God's Temple, 
Ir. Vi. 16. and 1 Cor, Hit. 9, 16, 17. Te” are 
Building Know: ge not, that ye are the 
wie of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
any Man defile the Tempie God, bim ſhal 
d:firoy ; for the Temple of God © is boly, which 
e ye are. The Apoſtle tells them he laid 
t for a Foundation untò this Building of God 
ninth, and calls every one, that comes after 
to carry on this Buildiig, to take heed how 
builds up ſuch @ Building, that has ſuch a Foun- 
on. It has been thought, that *tis every panti- 
r Believer, thit's there Falled the Building or 
"ple of God by himſelt; but a real Believer 
rot be deſtroyed, as they that defiled this Tem- 
u Corinth might be deſtroyed, It has been al- 
bought, tHag tis of a Building of Doctrine, that 
Apoſtle is There U eaking. © . o doubt, Mem- 
of Churches are franfd/ and built in a Church, 
baile up in it: by eans of Doctrine. But it is 
duild ing of Perſolhat'the Apoſtle is ſpeaking. 


the 9 e Gel. And ſeeing the Apoſtle, 
de Maſter®bailder of the Church at Cormnth, 


terials are not fit for a Building, that has 
precious "Foundation, he calls 
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tn.ve, is u Church of lic“ Aha chis Cbusel . 
their being joined together thus, for holdilg IM 


regulat Performanee of the Du - 


God's Husbandry, ye de God's Building, ze 


Eri for the Foundation of it, and all Sorts 
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after him, #o tale Heed, 3 that they | 
1 other Foundation for a Building there, but a 
 & they build on this Foundation, Tac Man 
| "ſuitable to it. And the Reaſon he gives for 
taking heed te this, is that every ſuch build 
. very Man's Work in it, muſt be try'd with 
Chriſt walks in the Midſt of the Churches 
bi, Feet of fine Braſs, as if they burned ina 
nace, and all the Churches ſhall know that he [car 
the H:arts and , Reins,to render unte eien A 
Tording tu his Works, Rey. i, 15. and it, 18 
There muſt be firgy Trials, Temptatiens,apd, 1 
cutions, becauſe of the Word, and by cheſe 
Man's Work will be tried of what Sort it is. 
Lord himſelf is notably at Wark in gyery 
Church ot his, for the Trial and Diſcovery. 
pocrites; And as the Apoſtle compares the Cl 
at Corinth to a Husbendry, ſo our Lord makin 
like Compariſon, ſhews us this Trial of his Dil 
Jobn xv. 1, 2. and it is the ſame Thing, that 
Apoſtle here calls a. Trial by Fire. Says\ our 
am the Vine, and my Father is the Huch 
Every Branch in ms, that beareth net. Fn 
taketh away, and cuery Branch that beareth Fr 
purgeth,that it may bring forth more Fruit. This 
will be perfect at the ſecond Appearance of 
-Chriſt. Now ſays the Apoſtle # anyMan'5Wark i 
Building of God, ſpall abide tbe Trial as the 
Silver, precious Stones. abide the Fire, he hal 
- 6 Reward as a good Workman, and afl hav 
in his Work; but if any Workman, build. ſuch 
terials upon this Foundation, laid in the C 
Corinth, as will net. abide the T rial, like the. 
Hay, and Stubble, that eat abide the Fit 
all ſuffer the Lols of bi abour; Ad 
bimſelf may be ſaved, beciuſe he held the 
dation, yet it hall be as by Firey-like.a Ml 
hardly eſcapes in a Burning, loſing, al. his 
What has been ſaid,” may ſerve far. EA 
he firſt Thing in the Prapolicibne pul 


Var Way be the other Things. in it f by 
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ptoceed to them, e mu notice, that” wits 
12 Church of Congiogae ion of Chriſt do belopg 
mts of the Members, who are pointed out to 
«with any one of their Parents, the Objeas of 
therly Love: For they are holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14+ 
they have right to Baptiſm with their Paten. 
heir Parents Profeſſion, Acta ii. 38,39. Tho? yet it 
| beowned;that Baptiſm is not confined to a Mem- 
kip in any particular Church, for we ſee ſuch 
ized, as Were not yet Members of any particu- 
Church, but only Members of the Catholichs 
+ Inſtance of the Eunuch is very clear to this 
wie, Ads viii. And Baptiſm ſeems to have 
x before adding unto à particular Congregatio 
Chriſtians. We are baptized ig the Charel 
holick, and not into any particular Church of 
thever Sort or Size, as many imagine, and from 
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riſtian Controverſies about Baptiſm. . 
t the Lord's Supper is an Ordinance-of Com- 
jon in ſuch a Congregation or Church of Chri 

been deſcribed.” It is the moſt high and e- 


Fro ac of Communion in ſuch a Church, and 
e the Diſciples make the higheſt Profeſſion of © 
This de Faith, which is in the Blood of the Son of 
: of WI; and of the Cathslick: brotherly Love toward 


York other, even as Chriſt hath loved them, and 
; the e one Hope, ſhewing forth the Lord's Death 
be come. This Ordinance was always gone. 

Wi a Congregation of Difciples ; for there 


Cl 
» the 


b in Jeruſalem continued ſtidfaſtly in breaki 
The Diſciples at Treat came coed, — 


Church at Corinth aſſembled and came tege- 
te Place fo eat the Loris Supper, Cor. Xi. 
a Maſe Apoſtle- there condemns them tor their not 
his Sy one for: anner, for the want of brotherly, 


Ilie 
for 


but, 


tion, and for their too much indulging, 
petite in their Love · feaſts, and turning them 
in · 


f 4 


Imagination have proceeded uncharitable ang | 


ue be a viſible Communion ef Diſciples in it. The 


de Fu Day of the Week to break Bread, Acts xx. 


© ſetting” about that great Ordinance off. 


” q 


a, to Me Entertainments « Very 
tions indeed, but ſuch as were not -abfulutelyi 
Aſtent with a State oH Grace: For he tells themiay 
- Things they were judggd and chaſtened afithe 
that they might not be condemned with ih iy 
And ho many were weak and ſickly amm, 
* and many ſleept. And becauſe. theſe Abuſes 
common in that Church, and not- confined to x 
Members, he ſolemnly; warns! and calls the 
Body to Reformation in this Point, and that ſp 
ly; leaving other Things to be ſet in order 
he ſhould come. It has been very furprizing 
ſee ſome Men pleading, from this Inftance in 
Church at Corinth, for a ſettled, conſtant 4 
Commünion of Diſciples, and no Diſciples in 
Lord's Supper. But paſſing this, e only not 
Difference very obvious betwixt, Baptiſm and 
Lord's Supper. Baptiſm was adminiſtred ge AH ern 
Perſon, upon the Satisfaction of him that , c/ 
in the Profeſſion, of ſuch as were baptite . 4, 
their Infants; but there: was {till a viſible Ce El 
niop of Diſciples, profeſſing mutual brotherly 1 
in Chriſt, and all ſatisfied in one another as Die 
in the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17: 
II. We proceed now to conſider, What ſhould b 
derſtood by the-Presbytery of a Gburqb er Gongreg 
of Feſus Chriſt, WET Wd %; er TS AS 

And here we may obſerve, that all Church Y of 
under Jeſus Chriſt, the only Head of be Chi 
was at firſt in the Hands of then Apoſtles, wer) 
were employed in the firit ſetting up, and Me ( 

the Plan of Goſpel, Churches. , Ss ſoon as. the, 
the preaching of the Goſpel, - made} Dilcipk 
Chrilt in, Feruſalem, and joined them togeitier, Wi :, 
_ exerciſed all Church Offices among them. They ih 
Deacons in that Church, and when that becan 
burdenſome for them, ſome of the Diſciples: 
ſet apart unto that Office, after gte Name: .. 
which we read, Ad vi. They Were: ders the | 
that Church. For the Apo les were allo... 
1 et, v. 1. And wherever then came and . 
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demlelves 1 Church, they acted there. 
s Elders: When there was neceſſity for it, te 
kt apart ſome in the Church at Feruſulem un-, 
the Omen of Elders : So we read of Elders in 
Church, A#s xv. and xxi. Chapters. Even ab. 
; who at firſt had the whole ruling Pewer in 
church of Iſrael, under the Lord, in is Hand, 
a that was found too weighty for him, did at 
Divine Direction, ſet apart the Seyenty. Elders, - 
x. Li. and appointed other Judges, which con- 
ed after . of that extraordinary Of- 
1 tor the firſt ſetting up of that Nati- 
Church. A. Þ | % ö * | 
Thus we find, in the Church at FJeræſalem, the 
Er and the Deacon, the only ordinary Church” 
ters under the New Teſtament, There is n 
| of inſiſting to ſhew, that the Guidance and. 
ernment in Churchas, be longed to the Elder: of | 
| Churches, Heb, xiit- 17. 1 Tim. v. 17. net». 
ſhall we ſtay on that Diſpute, whether, thers « 
e Elders that only ruled or preſided in the 
uch, and d id not labour in Word and Doctrine ? 
| 'tis needleſs to labour in ſhewing, that the 
Teſtament Elder, or Presbyter, and Biſhop 
the ſame Thing. This has been abundantly. 
d by many. But, that which muſt be noticed 
is, that there was in every Qhurch, a Com- 
of theſe Biſkops, or Elders, or Presbyters, 
rir. 23. When they had ordained them Elders 
yery Church. Such a Company of Elders was 
e Church at Epheſus, Acts xx. they werfe Pa- 
For they are exhorted to feed the Hock; 
their Bufinefs was to fake heed to S 
to all the Hock over which they were Querſeersy 
biſhops. Of theſe Elders, that were in every 
reh, there ſeem to have been more than one, 
laps many in ſome Churches, labouring in the 
land Dofrine ; and whatever may be (aid as 
tie being of Order in a Church, yet into the 
bbeing of it, more ſuch Elders or mug 
oe ſeem neceffary 3; elſe they would not pac 
\ a F i 9. 8 
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it ſhines round about: For s every Member 
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been ſet in the fa Cheb. Aud che 'þ 
Gronnd, in the New" Teſtament, for hat fig 
which afterward became common, one Whey &iy 
Church : For at firſt every Church hd mire 
ſhops. Now the Company of Presbyters” ER 
or Biſhops, taking, heed to themſelves," and . 
the Flock, is the Presbytery of that Fleck, 
Congregation or. Church” ot ſeſus Christ, Su 
Presbytery was in the Congregation at Ferg/, 
and ſuch a Presbytery was in the Congregatio 
Antioch, Acts -xiii., 1, 2, 3. The Holy Gol 
ploy'd that Presbytery to ſet apart and ſend it 
Paul and Barnabas to preach the Goſpel thr 
the World. And of no other kind was that'P 
bytery, that laid Hands on Timothy, 1 Tim, 
14 A Company of ſuch Elders,placed ins Chi 
or Congregation of "Chriſt's Dilctples, Is in the 
Situation for ſpreading the Goſpel: The Lie 
then ſet on a Golden Candleftick;Rev. 1. 20. 40 


ſuch a Church is ſomeway a Witneſs for Chriſt 
much more altogether in their joint Confelld 
the Faith of Chriſt; ſo they that labour am 
them in tlie Word and Dearine are as # Light ſet 
Candleſtick, that it may ſhine.to the Werfd. 
Men are ſent out by ſuch a Presbytery to 
the Goſpel in the World, or when the Goſpol © 
out from ſuch a Church, it then goes forth it 
moſt orderly, regular Way, and unte the beſt WW 
vantage: For thus it was at firſt ſpredd the 
the World. So ſoon as it is fueceſsful in any Pl 
where it comes, ſo as that there is a Number 
Diſciples ; then it is tht Duty of ſuch a Ch 
with its Presbytery, to aſſiſt the Diſciples tl 
in bringing themfelyes into Church Order, and 
niſhing them with Presbyters or Overſeers, At? 
14. 4, Ki. 22 26. 
The Rule and Government of this Presbyt 
Elderſhip in a Church of ſeſus Chriſt, is not 
on, but Chriſt's. They are not Lords over « 
Heritage, 1 Pet. v. 1, 2, 3+ | The” Elders," bid 
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on jou, / SS \ alſo am an Elder —-Feed 
t of God, whith is among you, taking the O. 
night thereof, not by Conſtraint, but willingly ; m 
rfithy Lucre, but of a ready Mind: | Neither as be- 
Lords over God's Heritage; but being Enſamples 
| the Flock. They that labour in the Word auf 
nine, muſt not Preach themſelves, the Lords of 
E Diſciples, but Chriſt Fe ſues the Lord, and ou 
ir Servants for Feſes.s {ons Even as the gon 
Men came not to be mmiſtred unto, but to miniſter, 
give bis Life @ Ranſom for many. Their pro- 
t Power and Authority over the Fleck goes as far 
(hey are furniſhed and enabled by the Holy Ghoſt, 
repreſenting the Authority of the Lord Chriſ 
tis Word unto them, and as far as'they can my- 
ye that, with Spiritual Wiſdom upon their Con- 
ences. He that has no Meaſure'of a Giſt of this 
from Jeſus Chriſt, and has no Skill in the Ap- 
tation of his Words and Commandments unta t 
aſciences of them that profeſs 55 a9 791 unto him, 


- 


o way fit to be an Overſeer or Presbyter in one 
tis Churches, which are free from the Doctrines 
| Commardments of Men. EP 
oCompany of Elders can pretend to more Ppwer 
t the Diſciples of Chriſt, in a Church, than tha 
les had. And when we look to their Admi- 
ations in the Church at Feruſalers and other 
ches, where * acted as El er fe. does nat - 
er, that they 14 any Thing of cothmon Con- 
to the Church, without the Conſent of the 
titude, Thus we have the Holy Ghoſt noting 
Wn to us the, Conſent of the Multitude, before 
b things were: fully concluded and done. See an 
ice of this As vi. 1. —6, And even in that 
rminatign; of the great Queſtion by the Apoſties 
Elders, AA xy. we are told ver. 22. It pleaſed 
titer wad Elders with he whole dN 
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perhaps be made 95 £5 he the Presbytery 
1a the lame Part to them, to bring them to an 
ly way of Thinking, as the Bifhop did to others 
re them. | | y 
ſl, Now we come t6 = ſomewhat of the Diſ- 
vine of a Church of Jeſus Chriſt having a Presby- 
or Elderſhip, taking heed' to themſelves, 
l to all the Flock over which they are Over- 


ers. N » * F 

on this Head of Diſcipline, there has been much | 
fork about the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, if 
the binding and looſing ſpoken. of by our Lord jÞ 
kt. xvi. 19. and Mat. xvii. 18. In the firſt of thole, | 
tat he ſays of the Keys, and of bind ing and 'loal- 
y, is ſpoken to Peter on Oceaſion of his making 
notable Conteſſion of the great tundamental 
ath of the Gotpel concerning him, The Chriſt the 
of the Irving God, upon which" Rock, in Peters 
welſion he ſays, he'll build his Church, and the M 
ts of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. I his 1 
ut chiefly be Anderttood of the inviſible Church, 
whole Body of Chriſt, no Part of which can 
lh, As to the Keys otthe Kingdom of Heaven, 
the Binding and Looſing ſpoken ot on that Oe- 
Jon, there is a Diſt inction made betwixt the Ke 
knowledge or Doctrine, and the Key of Dilci- 

ie, and ſo likewiſe betwixt binding and looſing 
irinally, and binding and leeſing in a way of Dil- 

ite (*) And there is ſome © Foundation: for this 
nction ; For there may be a binding and looſing 
18ally, where there is no manner of Diſcipline. 
Text, Mat. xvi. feems chiefly to ſpeak of 

6 doQrinal Binding and Looſing, as does Fobs 
23 But we cannet exclude the Key of Dilcip- 
in that Place, and the Binding and Looſing 
Way ot. Diſcipline, which we have more large- 
lud clearly ſpoken of, Mat. xviii- 15 —18. it. 
Wly ſpeaks of that, which is commonly called 

ö . | | 1. 4 Diſ⸗ 
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„* kei eh there. 
otter 297 5 119 8575 72 5 reg 
but 2 negle ar re 1 
the veins Church, that the wh wk br: 2 
obliged to tell his en Fault to, ant vj 
fend ing Brather is to hear ; but a particulary : 
Church, wherein they are concerned, and wh 
; they have Acceſs to ſpeak to, and hear. 
4 Now *tis obſervable with reſſ ct to that du 


2 Rule of Diſcipline, laid down; there by 


eh the Perſons 3 in the wholl 
han iſcourſe from the Beginning to the End 
are the Diſciples, the Brethren, and they that 5 
11 of. by -us, as Believers in ro 
_ from the greateſt to the leaſt of them, ate 
xEcrned in this Diſcourſe ot our Lord, bey 
W 5 one of theſe little ones, which believe in mt, 

, »G, Other Men, , whom be diſtinguſſhes from f 
by the Name of the Werld, are P N ry 
an the whole Diſequrſe than this ; 1 
oe of tbeſe, and wo. to the World Rode b 72 of 
Fk ule of Diſeip line here iven by our Lord 
early for ee, Brerren bby Brother ſhall 
2. Lis alſo very peerage) Ho this Diſe 
01 our Lord, being oceaſioned by, the Piſei = 
propoſing chis Queſtion; who 4245 the, great 
1 — of 2 ? is N 17 ite "har? 
my lelf ſegkings, t ro“ which his Diſciples w 
over one another, and 9056 wherice Offer 
.Perſeeutions,'W ars and. Pi einge among che 
Now. He agen ag and Self-denyal, Ml 
neſs, Harmleſſaeſs, and Forbearance toward e 
another, and that in the moſt awful and moving 
ver; and vehemently pteſſes a' Direction, unit 
- Martification of this Luſt of the Fleſh, this wi 
+Defire of the Ming, imported in the Dil 


\Queſtion to him. He ſet & little Chil 1 thy 
of tbem and 8 e I ſay unto you] 
* 2 0 ET? nh 


a. nes ca. 
zue the Ring Jonr of Ra, Weaver hepet 
7 buntble biel 4x #614 little (St tht fagnd = 
Ratet in the King em of 5 np Tek 1 * 
Une of theſe Itrid one, wb benen ie me, 
bene better for bim, that 4 Milſtone were ' bange® 
+ his Neck, and he were drowned * the” Deeps 
5 8 es eo 
+ maſt needs be, that Offence 5 
— by whim the Offente coneeh? fees + 4 b 
thy Hand, or thy Foot offend tbee aut them of £ 
them from thee : | It is betes for 'thet to enter in- 
Life balt or maimen,rather than buvin two Handy 
Feet, to be caſt into everlaſiing "Fires Anal 
He offend thre pluck it dut;" Kc. — Tals bee 
je deſpie tht one of theſe Title cer; fe E? 
you, that © it. Heaven, their Angels do 39 
id the Face of my Father, which F581 He | 
the gon of Man is come to ſave that” which "way 
Hew think ye? a Man'*bave an bunt: 
? end ne of them be gone aftray._—— Ewe fo | 
part the Will apy Father, which #s 2 
ne of theſe Little ones ſbould periſh. Take Bees 
ye deſpife not one of the little Ones, that baliceye 
briſt. The Angels of. God re 1 
ent forth to an iſter unte them, to ſerve t m. 
Sou of Man cahe to ſare xhem when loſt; to 
iter to them, and give bir Lift a Ranſum for theme 
rejoices in the Salvation.” The Father it con- 
ed in theft Salvation, deſpiſes not nor reſegs 
* is not careleſs} abqut them, but delights in 
Wy 5alvation: Tate beed that ye deſpiſe nit no 
them, nor Aiſfdain to ſerve them. O! tbat th 
action unto the fundamental Rule of Diſei- 
0 had been attended to always by them, that 
taken the Management of Church Difeichlac in 
Hands! and . what bas fallen ont 
Worid finee under pretence - of pie 
dot infinite Wiſdom appear in intfoducitg” the _ 
& of binding and loofing in Difoipline, with 
i Diſe ourſc as this is ? 3. It muſt further he 
ly noticed, that cut Lord intends * 
mY „Len- 
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|  ,Tenderneſs: of 3 ure among F 
© Diſciples, and that their mutual. Edifacation ins 
Love unts their Salvation, to which that Pride 
: el through which they lord over, perſfeute, 
pile, provoke and envy one another uuto their! 
' tual Deſtruction, is N. a Whale, { 
he, ball receive one ſach little Child, in my Nami, 
ceiveth nt. But whoſe ſhall offend 1 7 thoſe. l 
execs, that belicue in me, &c. How think yet; 
Man baue an bundred Sheep, and one of ths 
gene aſtray, doth be not leave the. ninety end ni 
and goeth into the Mountains, 0% ſeebeth 4 
which is gone aſtrax? And if ſe be that he find ior 
Feriiy 1 jay unto you, be rejoiceth, more ofitbat ng 
8 r and nine, which. went. not ir 
ver. 21+, 22. And from thence to the End gf 
Chapter. Peter ſaid Lord bew oft ſhall my Bri 
Ii againſt me, and 1 forgive bim? till ſeven Ti 
lus ſaith unto him, I ſay not unto thee till 
3%. & but until ſeventy Times ſeuen. There ou 
e Kingdom ot. Heaven likened. unto «a f tic 
King, which would take Account of his Senvants 
Sbaaldſt not thou alſo baue bad Compaſſion in 
low Servant, even as I had pity on thee? . 
Lord mas wroth, and delivered bim unto the Ton 
fors, till he ſhould pay all that was due upto 
So likewiſe ſhall my i, Father do «lſo unto 
#f ye from your Hearts forgive not every one bi er 
' ther their Treſpaſſes. Suitable to our Lord's. Na 
Scope in this Chapter, where the Rule of Die o 
is laid down, are theſe * Exhortations of the 
poſtle, Rom. xii. 9. 10, 16. Let Love be Ll 
Difſimulation—— Be kindly affeRioned one ti 
with Brotherly Love; in Honour pr eferring one Wh 
not ben Be of the ſame Mind one toward we 
Mind not high Things, but condeſcend #1 ple 

7 Aiw Efate. Be not Wiſe in your em cot 
. Gal. v. 26, and vi. 1, 2. Let us not be deſit 
vain Glory, provoking one another, enuying mt % f 
tber · Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in 4 
_ Reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meckneſs," 
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th ſelf, lefl thow alſo be tempted. . Bear ye of 


; Fe old 
| ers Burtbens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, Eph: - 
, 2, 3. 2 worthy of the 2 wheres - 

| e are called, with al Lowlineſs and Meetneſe 
lone ſuffering, forbearing one anotber in L | 

| x Ws . * . 

; pouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
n+ of Peace, Phil. it, 1— 5. See alle to this 


de what oür Lord ſays on this fame Subject 
„ed by the other Evangiliſts, Mark ix. from 
em zd to the End. Have Salt in your | ſelvesg 
babe Peace one with another. Luke ix. 46—4g06 
5 uli. 1 ; U R | 145% AF 
nd Wow ſeeing our Lord plainly intends the main- ) 
os of this brotherly Love among his Diſciple 
plying this with reſpe& to Binding oy 


ling, tis plain they muſt all have a Hand in it 
it cannot be trarflated without them. 

paſs that he ſpeaks of in our Brother, is ſuch as 
| give us juſt Ground to ſuſpe& him, or may 


[the Churches dealing with him, is for gaining 
; and for his Recovery and Edification in Loves 


not the Church, he. ciſcharges us fromm 
les of brotherly Love to him. 
We may likewiſe notice, that in this gteat Mat- 


upto | 
e Binding and Loofings the Diſciples uf meek 


cd's. 
Diſciy ne 
of th rough Strife, or by Parties © 


Names, Tis his Buſineſs they are doing, not 


-ruling one 


% „er. Jam. iii. from ver. 13. to the End, And — 
te the Word and Pfiyer, - 


her, It muſt be tnanaged 1 | 
proper Weapons of the Church. it muſt not be 
td 6n with worldly Wiſdom, Which deftes the 


g one 
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r is there any worldly Power ia this U 


defir | 1 | 
belonging to it Human Laws. wich. 


Ag one 
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| bur brotherly Love to hich, and our dealings 


te continue obſtinately in his Treſpaſs, 2 


ther in the Name of the Lord Jeſus j not in the 
own. And it muſt be done by Agreement 


ple of God; and as to which a Man müiſt becoind . 
wn Ci u, that He may de au , 1 Cor. iii. N ; 
Mo / 


3 
\ 


ow: va vid. M8 
| r % c Foyt | 


| ; 7 50 | # | FRET 
Power of the Lord Jeſus, in vlog Name th | 
done, 1. Cor. v. 4. OR 
Tf he will not hear thee. —— If he ng "ll 
the Church. Again I ſey unio you, That if ty 
yon ball agree on Earth, as touching any Thing 
ye ſhall ask. it fhall be done for them of. my By 
which it in Heaven: For where two or three gre 
thered together in my Name, there am I in the M 
of them. | | an 
Now this Diſcipline conſiſts, I. In the admit 
or receiving of the Diſeiples in to the Church, in 
cenſuring of offending Brethren unto Excommug 
tion, and in abſolving the Penitent, Matth. xvi 
Acts ii. 41. Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 1 Cor, 
2 Cor. il. 6, 7, 8. 2. Unto this Diſcipline is 
teckoned the admitting and ſetting apart of Men 
bear Office in the Church, and the ſetting of 
'  afide, As to the firſt of. theſe, We have an lof 
of it, As vi. in the Ordination of the firſt Deic 
in the Church at Jeriſalem, where we ſee whatis 
People's Part, and what is the Part of the Elder 
in that Matter. We have alſo an Account of the 
ting apart of a Diſciple to bear Office among 
Apoſtles in the Room of Judas. There was lo 
thing there extraordinary: As the Qualifications 
the Perſon, and the caſting of Lets; pecauſe 
Apoftolick Call behoved to be immediate. \ Put d 
was fomething in that Tranſaction agreeing with 
Ordination of ordinary Officers, and which ſexyes 
a Precedent. See Act i. 16, 21, 22, 23. We have 
ſack 2 particular Account of the Ordination of El 
in a Church. We hear of the ſetting apart, of Pan 
Bernapas to preach the Goſpel thraugh the World 
the Presbytery at Antioch, and of Timothy to the Wi 
of an Evangeliſt. by the laying, on of ile Handi 
be Pretbytery of ſome other Church; but of the 
ting of Elders in a Church, we haye not an Acec 
fo particular. Only from Acts xiv. 23, we may 
ther that they were ſet apart to their Office, after 
Same Manner 2s the Deacons, Act, vi. Conſde 
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—: brought through ſome Forms. without being 


' 52 Of gr OT 7 46 
ain has happen'd in After-ages about ' Ordination | 
he holding of ſome for Miniſters, becauſe they have 


wliged for that Office by Jeſus Chriſt, or accepted 
be his People, and the rejecting of others, qualifigl 
br Chriſt, and accepted by his Diſciples, becauſe they 
hne not paſt through all the Forms, that ſome Men 
ge neceſſary) it may be conceiy'd, that there is 
Providence in the Scripture's fpeaking not ſo fell 
ad clear about ſome Things in their Ordination. 
The moſt ſucceſsful Miniſter that ever way in Scotland, 
Robert Bruce, never receiv'd, nor would admit 


in his Ordination to the Miniſtry ; but he was no- 
bly furniſhed by Chriſt, and obliged in his Con- 
ence to uſe his Talent, and was heartily accepted 
| the Diſciples, and had bis Miniſtry crown'd ' with | 
Keeſs. "ay | 

2 the ſetting aſide of Church r 
krly falſe | Teachers, we have a general Rule to 
Elders at Epheſus;'to fake Heed to themſelves as 
lf os to the Flock, and the Diſciples are commanded 
beware af them, and not to bear them, or fecezvs 
m. And we may find Excommunication, the 
ure common to them with other Diſciples, in- 


Name of Suſpenſion or Depoſition, we have no 
lance nor Example in all the Word of God, not 
Rule laid down for it further. And yet we 
heard ſome in a Fever oy, National Zeal, crys 


ch they were highly bouad in Conſcience 


aces could not eaſily withſtand. © | 
If, There remains yet à fourth Thing in the 
goſition, which d ſerious Conſideration, 


kdered what R a the foregoing Heads. 
| 6 2 p 1 
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[ts the Hirſt Book of Dienste. 


the very ſcriptural Ceremony of laying on of Hends, 


ied on them; But of that, which goes now under 


+ out, that Suſpenſion is God's great omg” K 
1 
. and which they teckon'd other Men's Con- 


it will be the clearer unto us, that we haye' © 
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e chrin hath ee Olin 1 

ie, with its Presbytery in its Diſcipline; dug 

| Juriſdition under Heaven, the Propofitiom 

and muſt be rejected; if he hath not, then vis « 

d manifefl: Therefore the Scrigture muſt t & 

ally ſezrched upon this Head; and till ſom th. 

be produced from thence, to make it appear, en 

ne hath ſubjected a Church of his ig this 4 

| pl any Juriſdiction under Heayen, the Propok 
hold good. 

de bome Things may be ſaid from the Ke 

ich may ſerve to manifeſt the Truth of the N ehr 

1 tion to theq, that take to themſelves no og 

ule i in theſe Matters but the Word of God. 1 

It ye look thro” all the Inſtances of Diſcipline 

| gorded in the Word, we'll find, if we hate 

fider'd . is before ſʒid, they vent not 18 

Congregation and its Presbyter7. 

[The (ame Thing appears from the Fund 7! 

Rule of Diſcipline, of which we haye — Tac ak 

7 xvii, 15,20. It is thus, if thy \ Brothe 0 

| Sreſpaſe again thee, F. o and teli him his F | 

and . he ſball hear thee, thou Wh: 

gained thy Brother. = if he will not (beat ther, e 

| Jake with thee one or two more, that in 'the Men 

two or three Witneſſes every Word may be ef 

Abd if be ſhall negleck to hear them, tell- it m 

" Church : But if he negle& to hear the Church, ler 

$e unta thee as an angry and a Publican. Ve 

Dee E 

Je bottad in es whatſoever ye ſhell lot 

Earth hall be loofed in Heaven, Again I fey am 

That if two of you, ſhall agree an Earth, ar wuchng 

Thing, that they Jha ark it dent be done for i 17 

wy Father, which 44 in Heayen, For where two 

; 2 ru in my Nama, there an 1 


iS Much Duſt has deen raiſed ta.obſcure thele | 
fi Fords, and odd Shifts its hayy been made about the Wie: 
| xt of the Word Church here. Eut du plein that 
= here ane Rule fo N 


b NP (+83 Is 92 r 
piciples, in the Kingdom 2 Heaven, unto the End 
he World; and that the Import of the Ward 
ch muſt be taken from the Apoſtles, who have 
xe fully laid open to us the Words, that Began to be 
n by the Lord himſelf in his Miniſtry on the 
th, We haye already noticed, That a Church Re- 
ſentative, as *tis Called, is an utter Stranger to the 
wftolick Stile, and Way of Writing, and we have 
ad the Account they give of a viſible particular 
buch. Tis alſo very plain, that our Lord ſpeaks 
re of a particular viſible Church, before which the 
thren way bring their Cauſe, and which the treſ- 
lag Brother muff hear: Sothat we can be in no 3 
tio underſtand What is meant by the Church in that 

ie Text ; and-ſo to underſtand where the Power 
Wi Binding and Loofing is lodg'd : But after the + 
nding Brother bas neglected to hear the one, or two 
re, where goes the offended Brother next to tel 
Treſpaſs t Is he at the firſt to leap over the Con- 
nation, whereof he's a Member, with its Presbyte- 
Or is his firſt Step beyond that? Na, this cannot 
lad. And where ſhould. he go next? Oc if the 
r Brother judge himſelf Jeſed, where ſhould he go 
Redreſs ? No where, that our Lord ſpeaks of, but 


ithout Queſtion the Congregation of. which the 
þ Brethrea are Members, and wherein they have 
n walking together in the brotherly Love, and 
union, with the Presbytery of that Congregation, 
t immediate, Oyerſeers are the fitteſt of any to 
mine in this Matter: And our Lord is very par- 
in telling the Steps that the offended Bro- 
is to take, tell him his Fault,” take with ther 
« Iwo ware, tel it to the Church but chore 
and further it goes not, if the Treſpaſſer hear 
de Church. Yet tis pleaded, that becauſe the of- 

Brother mnſt'go firſt to the 

tex him, and then to the 

de muſt hear them next, 
ore by Parity of Reaſon, 
| uterior to ſuperiox Church 
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better Reaſon requires that Chriſtd Serwagte et 
| where he would have them op, and What hed 
- wholly in bis own d no Judicatory on E 
. tak: from him. He alſo is wiſe. and 'foreſaw;; al 
— Conſequences that we have ſeen ot c The tn 
knew beit what is for his own Glory, and he. 
and Peace of his People, and the Advantem 
- his Kingdom: For uhat ean the Man do thats 
- © efien this King? 6.40 .avie. 4 + = 
The Agcount we have of the-firſt Churches f 
by him, after his. Aſcenſion, as; Patterns to all 
| ſhould follow after, is al together agreeable wv 
They were no more but Congregations, as hf 
© ſhown, and they.,had every one their own: Pre 
ry: they bound and looſed in a Way; of» Diſtip 
I Cof. v. 2 Cor. ii. And they are nat ſubjeRed:þ 
untò any juriſdiction, but that of Chrifſ in Henan 
alſo is in the midft of them, that are duly gather 
his Name. Therefore when: the:\Apaſiles [oft 
in every Church, and. left them, they d. 
/ *commend chem tothe Care of any ſuperiot jolich 
ox to the Care of à Dioceſan Biſhqp, ot manν 
.  Join'd together, and having a common Overſigb 
Iuoriſdiction over theme But commended them 
rd, on whom they believed, as now want 
. thing to compleat their Church State and Order: 
"xiv. 21, 22, 23. Tit 1.5, To the ſame: Purpoſt 
may obſerve, how Paul takes his Leave of the 
of Epheſus, when. be tells them, he's to ſee them 
that {hurch no more, Acts, xx. He commend 
Flock to their diligent Care, and callt them 10 
1 ny Heed 10 themſelves ; but aot à Word of a ſuſ 
BY  Judicature, not an Inſinuation of an Advice 10 
iv Recuſe to ii; or to any Thing of that Kind 
bY the Lorg and to the Werd of hits Grace. And yt 
fore warns them of that very Caſe, for: which 
Men judge 4 / Subordination of judicatures abſbl 
neceſſat y. He tells them, that after h Dej 
ie doui Wolves ſbould enter in am ng thets, 10 
Ihe Flock, and that of theix ownſelves Men fbv 
Fiſe ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw . away” Dil 


gy \ ! 
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u thetw- Here Was RIP 0 to ſpeak of a ſuperior 
tatory, if the Lord Jeſus had feen Occakiop for it x 
| yhat Remedy does his. Apofile propoſe fox it ? 
+ that which Man's Wiſdom judgeth befi, but a Re- 
Y very agreeable to the Spirit of the Gaſpel and the 
id of Chriſt, Take Heed, ſays he, unto yourſelves and 
all the Flock, ----For I know this, that after my De- 
ung ſhell grievous Wolves, &c. Therefore watch, 
remember” that by the Space of three Years, I ceaſed 
i; warn every one Night and Day with Tears 1 
Im, Brethren, I commend you io Gad, and 10 the 
u of hit Grace, which it able to build you up, and 
ne you en Inheritance, &c. His Diſconrſe is wel 
the confidering to the End of it. 
binding and looting is an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
lit it de done . agreeable to his Word; in the 
j wherein he. hath appointed it to be done, then 
zalſo done by him in Heaven, and we fee he has 
tthis Matter in the Hands of a Congregation of 
with its Presbytery 3. with a Promile of bein 
the Midſt of them; ſo that they have Power from 
|, to gather in his Name, and bind and looſe, be- 
therein made accountable to no other Lord or 
jds but himſelf alone. T hus, every dwelling 
e of Mount _ Zicn, every Goelpel-church,* having 
ular of theCloud and of Fire, accord ing to the Pro- 
&, Ia. iv. 5. as the National Congregation 
lits Pillar of the Cloud and of Fire, of old, has 
Power of Diſcipline Within it elf. * 
t us now {ee what's ꝓroduced from the Word 
Lany Colour againſt this. Firſt, We are told of 
tal Rules laid down in the Word, which muſt ne- 
fly carry us beyond a Congregation with out 
Wpline. And. what are theſe Rules? They are 
be Spirits of the Prephetsare ſubject to the 
ets, and, Jet al Things be done detently and in 
„ 1 Cor- xiyv. 31, 32, 33. 40. But trom that 
rt and the Epiſtle, tis viſible, theſe Rules are 
lown for a Congregation meeting from Time 
ee in one! lace, to prophecy, and hear Pro- 

A 454 to partake of the Lord's. Supper: * 
Wal | . 
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the Apoltle tells thm, God is not” the "Wii 
| Confuſion, but of Peace, and this in all: Churches 
the Saints; So that theſe Rules can carryus 90 

ther, than Congregations er Churches of Salm 
Further, there has been much Labour about i 
Tranſaction, which we have recorded, Aly xy. 1 
that which ſome Men iritend at firſt to makes 
from thence is this; That upon 2 Digiſioh arif 
in à Church, as in Antioch, which they cannot} 
themſelves, they ſhould go out unto à Cotineil, x 
have Power and Authority to determine in theC 
and make Decrees about it, and lay Butdeig 
the Diſciples and Churches. This is all that cat 
offered to be proven from that Paſſage. From this 
they think they have made it evident, there 
Inferences made, and Concluſions of this Sort 
, - bliſhed, as having the Stamp of Divine Auth 
upon them, viz. That there ouglit to be 1 Natit 
Church, with a ſtated Subordination of Sell 
Presbyteries, Provincial and National Synods| 
General Aſſemblies. Every Body thay ſee; it" 
take no few Conſequences to bring, the Stam 
Divine Authority from Acts xv. upon all this 
der and Government of the Church. And ifte 
that has yet appeared from that Pafſage of G 
Word, it will not carry us beyond a Church 
| Congregation of Chriſt with our Diſeipline, 
ſhew us any JuriſdiFion over them in that Ma 
For iſt, It has not yet been ſhown, nor can 
That there is any Thing more in that Matter, 
an occaſional Submiſſion, by the Congregatio 
Antioch, unto the Apoſtles and Elders of the d 
gation at Feruſalem, of a Queſtion, a Point el 
trine, wherein they were the only fit Perſons te 
cide and determine. This Point nearly once 
the Practice of the Gentile Diſciples at Antzoth 
throughout the Worid. They had received the G 
from out of the Church at Feruſalem, and 
oame from thence teaching them, that Circu 
on, and the keeping of the Law, of Moſes was! 
| ſary unto their Halvstien; and made 4 Dim 


. 


/ * 
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wo them. None 4 A ke to determine in this | 
Me, as the Eldetſhip of the Chureh at Feruſalem, 
nich conſiſted "of Fews, and where were the A- 
tes. The Church at Antioch ſubnfits it to them, 
we do not hear of any Paint gf Diſcipline ſub- 
ited, And the Apoſtles and Elders determine in 
with the Confent of the whole Church in Jeruſu- 
w: So that even until now, we Have not got out 
dong Congregations, and ſuch a Practice may take 
ce to che End of the World among them. | ' 
2, Nor has it ever yet been ſhown, that this 
teting at Jeruſalem, whatever it was, exerciſed 
Diſcipline over any Church or Church Mem- 
h at that Time; They condemn'd the Doctrine 
the falſe Teachers that troubled the Diſciples 
their Words, and ſubyerted their Souls, and 
{heavy Burdens upon them with their Doctrine: 
lid they ever exerciſe. any Diſeipline about 
kf — it; They leave that entire to 


oc Churches where they came, ar , where they 
it uld enter And there was nothing of it in the 
tum tion and Cale ſubmitted to them. Thus it 
tus true, for what appears from Ad xy. That 


ws Chriſt hath not ſubjected a,Church of his, 


Ates | | 2 
d its Presbytery, unto any Juriſcherton, in its Diſ⸗ 


of G 
hire 


line. And in this State remain'd the Churches 
ling WC triſt, cin toward the End of the Second Centary, 
t Mie Sy nods and Councils began to be held dpön 


Controverſy about Eaſter, and theſe might have 
nas well unbeld, for any Advantage the Churches 


r can 
tter, 


pation br them, ad to Unity and Peace. But thus 

be M bormity, and Impoſition, and Councils commen- 
nt e ind how far the Catholick Unity and Peace 
ods tede Diſciples of Chriſt has been advanced b 
boten, the Experience of all Ages will declare; yet 
tient be own'd, that they have been in ſome- 
the Gs uſeful, and that they might be tolerable, if 
and did not aſſume to themſelves that Power; which 
circus Chriſt hath lodg'd elſe where, nor lay any 
; was  vpon the Diſciples, which it did not ſeem 
Divi ' him to lay when them. 5 
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' dermined : And ſo we have had Occaſion to ta 


be many plauſible Reaſonings againſt it, by | 
all the Parts of. the Goſpel of Chriſt. But f 


. wo theſe Things that may be ſaid in the, Be 
| * it. | | 4 


Times of Perſecution, and Perſecution is the 


are told the Dragon will be makingi War witl 
Remnant of the Woman's Seed, that keep the 


. Chriſt, Rev. xii. 16. 17. | 
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36, 37. The congregational Frame, as jt has 


| (..93 J IE 
Thus far we have been conſideting the Sen 
the Propoſition, which was to be explain d, 
comparing it with the Word of God, the only 
by which the Truth or Falſhoud of it can be 


View of the Plan of a Goſpel, Church, laid d 
to us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. *Tis ow; 
that in this View, it is not agreeable to the 
dom of this World, to which the whole of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt is diſagreeable, and that there 


that are fond of that Wiſdom, as there are N 


1. It is the moſt agreeable to all Conditions, 
Circumſtances, wherein the Church of Chiilt 
his Diſciples. can, be in this World, eſpeciall 


ordinary Lot of the Diſciples* and true Chure 
Chriſt in this World, Matth. xvi. 21, — 2% 1 
viii. 34. 2 Tim. iii. 12, 13. In the moſt peace 
Times, when the Powers ef the Earth axe mf 
ed to divert the violent Speat of Perſecuties 


mand ments of God, and have the. Teſtimony of 


2. It interfeirs the leatt of all with.Ceſer's « of 


dom, and can give the leaſt Diſturbance to tted 
Kingdoms of this World, and*tis;mplt agreeat 


our Lord's Ac:ount of his Kingdom, Joby 1 


deſcribed from the Word of God, is far leſs 


led with the Matters of State in the Kingdom rel 


this World, than any other Frame of the G 
And it the Thoughts of Chriſt's Diſciples abou 
Church were regulated by his Word, their Cal 


' ences would ſoon be freed from many Eng 
ments, they have come under by their Prineip Cor 


7 


| n 2 
at 2 national State of the Church, interfeiring 
4 Ceſar's Kingdom. 8 
Tis moſt agreeable to the Spirit of the Gol- 
| and to the Strain of the New Teſtament, par- 
arly to our Lord's new Commandment ef bro- 
ry Love, as has been ſhewed; and to what's ſo 
wently ſaid in the Word of God, againſt the 
ide and Lordſhip of the Miniſtry over God's He- 
ae: It the Plan of a Goſpel-church, given in 
New Teſtament, had continued, Antichriit had 
yer been. Therefore we find the Apoſtle, when 
ning the Church of the Theſſalonians of Anti- 
it, gives them this Direction; Therefore, Bre- 
w, ſtand faſt, and hold the Traditions, which ye 
pe * taught, whether by Word or our Epiſtle, 
hell. ii. 15. | 

There is no other State of the Church, where- 


rial il the Diſciples of Chriſt will more eaſily agree, 
the Wn they take the Word of God alone for their 


hurd e in this Matter, and when other Frames of the 
cb, which they are contending for, are ſtrip'd 
ace the worldly Privileges, that attend them. 
„eu itt has pointed out to us in his Word, what's 
ien ear) in this Matter, and what all contending - 
wit ies muſt own to be neceſlary ; but the Diſputes, 
the Ws, and Fightings have been about Things, that 
Wisdom ſaw further neceſſary; as if his In- 
| ation of a Goſpel viſible Church had not been 
sent to anſwer all the Ends for which he ap- 
de to ted it. But if we ſhould take that, wherein 


teeahde contending Parties of Chriſt's Diſciples are 
ohn ed in this Matter, it will be found to come 
has et to that which has been deſcribed. 5 5 
ls en There is no other State of the Church better 
don rcſerying and propagating the Truth of the 
e Mb in the Purity and Power of it. Therefore 

; abou cburches, as we have been ſpeaking of, are 


fared by the Lord himſelf to golden Candle- 
for holding the Light. *Tis true theſe of - 
Cengregational Way in England, did, to their 

e © great 


ir Ce 


int 


Z 


* „ * 
great Reproach, ſinfully gra at ſeculit f 
and upon that Project became ane — obt 
World, with the Sectaries; yet the of t 
Golpel has been preſerved in greater Purity 
thoſe Churches, than in other Churches of angtl 
Frame, if we take the Preaching in them, a 
Profeſſion of the Members, and not meerly Nb. 
ſubſcribed Forms, as the Rule of our judging 
this Caſe *. And truly a Church of that Naty 
which hath been deſcribed, cannot. be, nor ful 
Without the Word of the Goſpel eoming in Pon 
and bringing forth Fruit, and without the Spi 
of Chriſt, enabling the Members to confeſs, ien 
Jeſus is the Lord. But *tis eaſy to conceiye |} 
other kind of Churches may be without this. WM t: 
6. If this Account of a Goſpel-church be lia 
to no other Sort of Objections, but what might 
made againſt the apoſtolick Churches, and if it Wo: it 
chargeable with no other kind of Conſequene 
but the amo, or ſuch like as attended them, C 
ſtians may know what to think of it. What wot 
ſame Men have thought af the gathering of Chart 
gut of a National-church, that had once expilli 
Divine Inſtitution, and out of the Synagogues, Wc: 
they had liv'd in theſe Days? Further, it we | 
hear of no other Kind of arguing agaiolt it; 
fre old Popiſh Cant, about the Imperfe&ion 
arkneſs of the Scriptures, the Authority of 
Church, Fathers, and Martyrs, the Unity and C 
nor of the Church, the dreadful Schiſm of the 
ormers and reformed Churches, and the Invalid 
ef their Call to the Miniſtry, and of their Ordi 
tion, Proteſtants will know what to think of 
And then, if Presbyterians be oblig'd to have ru 
courſe to the ſame Sort of Tools againſt itz whe 
with they themſelyes have been long annoyed 


— + 
* See the Preface to the Fqith and Order of 
Cenęreg at. Churches. 9 | 
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Epiſcopal Men, ſome Presbyterians, at lea; 
not be alt6gether at à Loſs, how to form their 
yuglits about it. * | 0 i | 5 
tt cannot averthrow the National Eftabliſh- 
t, which is by Law. Fer, 1. It cannot come 
de Place af it, as another Conſtitution of à Na- 
hal $hurch might do. There is nothing of Pa- 
with Seſſions, nar Presbyteries, Syn:ids, and 
ra! Aſſemblies in all this View of the Plan-ef. 
oſpe!-chureh" given us in the New Teſtament. 
The National church is not ſettled by Law upon 
Foundation of God's Word, but upon the Incli- 
lens of the People of the Land, Which this 

ic, that has been deſcribed, can never 8 
d to; or if it might any where, for ſome Time 
nd to it, as in the Caſe of a Colony, it 'ceuld 
ſubſiſt long without a Conſiderable Variation 
n itſelf, Of all Ways of eſtabliſhing a National- 
ch by Law, this ts the beſt, and it were to be 
'd, that they, whe have the Management of 
0 2 Church, would atcend- to the Bottom on 
ch it ſtands, the Peoples Claim of Right: This 
t at leaſt be a Check upon them in the Affair of 
necution. 3 4-4; IS 
rit's Inſtitution of a Goſpel-church ſeeks ne 
for its taking Place in the World, but the 
ral Right of Mankind, Liberty of Conſcience ; 
cannet be diſturbed by the Powers of the 
„ but by their breaking in upon that; which 
bey do, there is one above them, who can order 
ugs ſo, that his Kingdom will be advanced in 
e of all Oppoſitian, and in the Face of Perſe- 
in, as we ſee in that Perſecution of the Church 
nruſalem. 0 1 | | 
This National- church has never meddled much 
that Buſineſs of Communion in the Lord's Sup- 
but left it to the Miniſters in their ſeveral Pa- 
and the Confeſſion of Faith affords them ſome 
ion, whom to admit to that Ordinance, and 
d to debar. The Practice of ſuch of them, yn 

o 


2 


2a i C 620 a 
do net admit the whole Pariſh, but ſome 


Way 


relating unto the Pariſh Order, they ſubmit to 
Presbytery, and are accountable to. it) this wg 
come pretty near unto the Scriptural! Account o 
Goſpel-church, and if they that manage the Nat 
nal-church could bear it, as they bear with Me 
ings for Prayer, it is not eaſy to ſee, the Harm 
could do to their Church : But if Men will f 
urge an Inconliſtency betwixt this National-ohurd 
and the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and by any. Me 
make them incompatible, and i> proceed to yer 
Cute all of that Way, then we may knew what to 
for delivering our own Souls, Rev. xviii, 4 Jer, 
6. and |. 8. and muſt change our Thoughts of t 
National-church, ' that hitherto has been ſtated 
. Oppoſition to Antichriſtian Tyranny. 

And this may ſerve for clearing, how far a P 
ice ſuitable to the Prapoſition may take Place 
der the preſent Eſtabliſhment, or without Prejudi 
to it. If any want to be further ſatisfy 'd on ti 
Head, they may ſee, what's ſaid upon it by 
Compilers of the Faith and Order of the cong 

ational Churches, that met at the Save 164 

hey =—_ thus in their Accoynt of the Inftitu 
on of Churches, and the Order appointed in tht 
by Jeſus Chriſt. Par. 14. However, they, 
« are; engaged in the Work of publick Preachi 
* and enjoy the publick Maintenance upon ti 
% Account, are not thereby obliged to di ene ; 
* Seals to any other, than ſuch as (being Saint, 


N tend. to the Principles, of the Confeſſion in 8 
1 Point, is in Effect a gathering of a communica ii&7: 
4 Church out of a'Pariſh, which ſome Men «i br 
'1 Church. And if Two or three Miniſters in 20% i; 
1 | try ſhould admit none to that Ordinance, aug 
38 per Objects of brotherly Love, and join theigfC Wo 
| 1 municants together with their own Conſent, audi {te 
14 verſee them unto, the maintaining of Communion ine 
0 brotherly Love among them all, and unto th eu! 
i Edification in that Love (while in all other Thu 14; 
; 

nn 


63 
Calling, and 3 LP to the Order of 
the Goſpel) they ſtand-'relate& to as Paſtors," er 
Teachers; yet ought they not to neglect others. 
liying within the Parochial Bounds, but beſides 
BY conſtant | publick Preaching. to "mg 2 76 
et to enquire” after their n the 
Ward, inſtructing them in, == rent in * | 
them (whether old or young) = DoR-- 
rines of the Goſpel, even perſonal parti 
cularly, ſo far as s thelr Strengrh Ad 3 Time will 
admit.” | 5 \ 
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not mal 
Perſon an unworthy Receiver. 


AV ER Y Man ſhall bear bis 
Burden, Gal. vi. 5. If ent 
wicked, bow can his Picked 

unſettle my Faith, or diſorder 
Devotion, except 1 conſent to 
Impiety, or offer my ſelf to be 

ticed by it? He that is nee from the other's Off 
ſhell be freed alſo 
and then, wh 
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charitably 
was ivited with them. 


+) OO OY 
F 1 ſee another % whom I know to be; or te 
ie been a notorious Sinner fit dewn by meat thit 
ky Table, be Pruſt not therefore be an Ob jet of my 
rm, bat of n Pity and Compaſſion. I can make a 
leut Uſe of ſeeing bim in my Company, for I can 
ny fer bim, and beg of God, that be would over? 
we his Spirit with a Senſe of the Death of Chriſt; 
ud ftrike him int Repentance and Humiliation ;, I 
n intreat my heavenly Father to give bim a Sight 
Fthe Error of bis Ways; 1 can pray, that his Sight 
the bleeding Feſus may work upon hit Soul, and 
bis Heart with holy Compuniions, and bis Eyes 
ö Trars ; 1 can pray, that after this Communion, 
may take Heed and fin no more: And where I do 
do at once exerciſe my Pity, and raiſe mine own 
wotion, and this, ſure, cannot make me an unwcr- 
y Recervers ff ; . 
o hath given me a Key to other Mens Hearts, 
hereby 1 can judgq́; at the receiving of the Satrament, 
it my Neigbbour receives unworthily? How do t 
m but that he, who was vicious a Week ag), may 
ime a Penitent that Day? Or, who aſſures me 
t he, who caſt God's Laws behind him Teſterday, 
wy not this Day cry out, O wretched, Man that 1 
1! Who bids mie trouble my Head about Another? 
riving, when 1 have enough te do with mine own 
wt; and while Igive my ſelf Liberty to judge a- 
iti ber, is it not a very great Sign that I am not very 
ble of mine ownVileneſs. If 1 give my ſelf tocenſo- 
[neſs at ſuch Times, I looſe my oy and Hu- 
ty, and if the Rule bs to eſteem others better than 
ſelves, I do not very heartily obey that Precept, 
le I ſuffer my Mind to dwell upon other Mens 
uts and Errors; Chriſtianity bids me bave bumble 
wbts of my ſelf, and if I think that all that re- 
r with ue, may be, for ought I know, better than 
ſelf, I afſuredly prepare for God's Favour, wha 
gives Grace to the Hum le. 
If Judas the Trait of was preſent at this Sacra - 
at well as the other Joes and his being pe 
did net małr the reſt unworthy Receivers, why" 


No ſheath 


x 
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| Ithink that @ wicked Nr; coming with 
to this Table ſhould make me one? That Judas 3 
preſent at the Sacrament, we have the concur 
Teſtimeny of three Evangeliſts, for they all ca 
that Feſus lat down with the Twelve to the eig 
and while they were eating Jeſus adminiſtred | 
Holy Sacrament unto them; and whereas it i; 
jected that the Sacrament could net bave been g 
wenicntly adminiſtred if the Traitor had been preſe 
that is 4 Seppoſition, which contradiſts the Mat 
of Fa recorded by the Evangeliſts, and wha 
judge ſo well of the Conveniency or Inconuenienc 
Things as Chriſt himſelf? If Chriſt thought it if 
venient to give it him, who can ſay it was mt 
Ner could the Diſciples be much ſurpriſed at 
when they had ſo often heard their Maſter | 
That the Tares and the-Wheat muſt grow toget 


until the Harveſt, and that the Kingdom of Heart ed | 
or the Church Militant was like a Net contgini þ fo 
good Fiſh and bad, and tho the Words of C * 
aſed in this Sacrament This is my Body which“ 
given for you, and this is the New Teſtament {W*** 
my Blood, which is ſhed for you, for the Ren" © 
on of Sins, cannot be directly applied to Jud M 
yet ſince theſe Bleſſings are promiſed: conditionally . 
other Places of Scripture, they might belong "to Judi” © 
cenditionally i» caſe he repented or brought fo ſue! 
Fruits meet for Repentance as they belonged 1. F 
other Diſciples abſolutely, becauſe their Hearts no 
 Fincere and without Hypocriſy 5, wor is it ſirange ti 4 


Chriſt ſhoud ſay in the preſence of Judas, I will 
Net henceforth drink of the Wine, until I drink 
new with you in my Father's Kingdom, 
there is nothing more common in the Writings of 
Apoſtles, when they addreſs themſelves. to. 4 mi 
Church, than to apply to them in general the Tri 
ſes of the Goſpel, the true Believers only ber 
Right to them ; and therefore when Chriſt ſpoketi 
Mor ds te the Diſciples, Judas being preſent, i 
enough that they belonged to the major Part of be 
«nd thoſe that mere qualified for, that Mero, 1 


667 * 
yriete it to themſelves. But it is uſually pleaded, - 
if Judas was preſent at this Sacrement, yet. 
lhe hed @ good Outſide, he was far from being @ © 
adelous Sinner, ſo that the Congregation-could 
le offended. But this Argument is of ne Weight 
al; for whether he were a ſcandalous Sinner or 
as long as Chrift bad declared bim a Devil 
Traitor, it was as much as if be bad been @ 
ndelous Sinner, and the Diſciples might be as 
dent of it, as if they had ſeen bim run into 
eſs of Riot: So that Judas being preſent at the 
nament, and his Preſence not interfeiring with 
worthy receiving of the ether Diſciples, it follows, 

Kut enither Man receiving tunworthily, cannot make 
that come with ſuitable Virtues, unwarthy Re- 
ers. And yet after all this, I would not be under- 
id, as if Scandalous Sinners were act to be ſepa- 
ted from this Holy Table by thoſs whoſe Office it 

bh ferbid and binder them; but then it is fit with- 
that the Churgh, ſhould excommunicete ſuch Per- 
f, that there ma) be a Mark ſet upen them, 
ercby we may know them te be ſo, and ei 
ur Comlany. If the Church, either by Reaſon 0 
Multitude of ſuch Sinners, or for want of ſufſfi- 
t Infor mation cannot, er thro' negle# doth net, 
nvate Chriſtian is not therefore te be ſcandalized 
ſuch Perſons when they come to the Facrament, ner 
ut himſelf therefore an unworthy Communicant 
wſe ſuch are preſent, there being no publick Mark 
en them, whereby be is authoriſed net to 
wild them, _ - ' > | 


_ 
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Ne 7 your beßre I have confi dere 
A Paper you ſent me, containing 
Cos ſiderations that prove, that 
monicating with Perſons that tte 
SH un worthily, doth not make a 
— dn unworthy Receiver. 
For my Part, this Anſwer might be fuk 
That I agree with the Fropoſition which. is 
down to be proven: For, in the pureſt external C 
mugion that can be expected in a viſible Chi 
there will be Hypocrites, foolsſh Virgins with 
W ſe, Matth. xxy. from the Beginning, and Bye 
; Chriſt not bearing Fruit, John xv. from the | 
ning Theſe may receive unworthily, tho' the 
nat di cerned ſo to do by any beſides him, þ 
whom all Things are naked and ofen. Their Reg 
ing unwotthily is ſo far from making Beliq 
joined with them, unworthy Receivers, that i cat 
no ways touch them; ſecing none but the Sear 
of the Hearts can meddle with it, Real Belie\ 
. not ſo ſcandalous as to be excommunicated from 
Ordinance of the Supper, may receive uqworth 
as appears from the Apoftle*s Diſcourſe on | that 
fe to the Churck at Corinth, 1 Cor. zi. For 


eaks of ſuch Chiftiſements as might befal bn 

rſons for their Communicating unworthily ; 
we are judged, ſays he, we are chaftened of | 
that we ſhould not be condemned with the World; 
we cannot ſay. that Partaking in the Supper Wit 
real Believer, receiving unwerthily, makes him 
ſo partakes an unworthy Receiver. Tho? eb 
ſame Time it muſt be ewned, That nnworthy 
ceiving, if it ſhall appear in them that we are bo 
to look upon as Believers, and be tolerated | 
Church, will. bring down Divine Judgments * 
-—Chur h. Neither is Communion with them 
- pat; by the Law of Chriſt, to be look'd vp 
Belieyers, ſerupled at, or "On on this den 


/ 


4 6 ; 4 | 
ot That it makes Ae ha hold ſuch Commu, | 
„ unyorthy Receivers; but on the Account of 
Nature of the Ordinance, the Communion that's 
ger to it, and ought therein to be held, and on 
account of the Command of Chriſt, forbidding 
bmunion With ſuch Perſons. 
night be pleaded, that Kneeling at the Commn« 
a Table does not make him that fo partakes an un- 
th Receiver, and yet Scoriſh Presbyterians will 
thereby juſtify that Way of Parta king; and ſome 
gut perhaps contend, that Partaking of the Bread, 
the Cup ſhould be denied to tbe People, does not 
ne the Believer an unworthy Receiver of the 
d; yet no Proteſtant wauld by this fuſlify him. 
fin that Way of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
the Author af this Paper had ſeen meet to im- 
u the Anſwer te the Synod's Query upon this 
wet, or what is advaneed upon it in the Narra- 
, from Page 167. to Page 174. it might have 
ed better to clear this Subject of Difference, than 
Proof of a Propoſition never denied by me. 
But upon a View of what's advanced in the Proof 
this Propoſition, it would ſeem to me as if the 
thor would have it thought, that we are not con- 
ed with our Fellow.Communicaats in the Lord's 
per; and that to communicate with them that, 
no Appearance of being Diſciples of Chriſt, 
nne Known to be wicked, cannot touch us at all 
lat Ordinance. And if this be his Scope to make 
tay with whom we communicate, 1 muſt differ 
In him, becauſe 1 ſee nothing in the Word to give 
ntenance-to it, but very much againſt it. 
| (hall take a Look of what he ſays on the five 
of Argument, and conſider how far it ſeryes 
ee. uz of all Scruples at promiſcuons Commy- 
„ and. make us eaſy what they be wih whom 
communicate. And, 3 
L ls it fo, That it belongs not to us to be ſatisfied 
de Judgment of Charity, concerning thoſe with 
m ve communicate: becauſe every Man ſhall Bear 
"wn Burdgs ? If we look that Context, _ 
| „ 
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ſee, that as every Man 2 ox his own Burden 
fore. the Lord, ſo it is the great Duty of the | 
ciples of Chrift ta bear one encther's Burdens, an 
fulfil the Law of Chrift, Gal. vi. 1, 2, 3, 4 
Does not the ge Commandment of Chrift oblige 
to make a Difference between the. Diſciples of (1 
and the reft of the World ? To know them, do 

eculiar Duties of Brotherly-loye to them, and 
hold ſpecial Communion with chem | our | 
whom we have ſcen ? And is not this Oxdinance 
higheſt Inſtance of that Communion, | wherein 
Diſciples give the greateſt Expreſſion of their Ls 
one another? Are not we, in proving our ſelyes 
our own Work, to have an Eye upon this Ma 
Love to our Brethren whom we have ſeen, wit 
which none of our Works are good Works, 
without which we can hade no rejoicing in our ſe 
See the firſt Epiſtle of John. And is not 
to bear his own Burden, with Reſpect to this C 
mandment of Chriſt, at the laſt Day? See Matth. chr 
and 1 Jahn iv. 17, 20. 8 
1 have heard it allo alledged, That becau 
« are called to examine our ſelves in order to ot 
e taking of the Lords Supper; therefore ve e 
« concerned to enquire about others, for .: 
the judgment of Charity about them with M. 
c« we communicate.“ Yet, in that ſame Conter 
Diſciples are call'd 10 tarry one for another, that 
come not together unto Condemnation; and they at 
tinguiſhed from other Men, whom the Apoſile 
World. This plainly imports that they had 
with one another in coming together to eat the} 
Supper; and that eyery one of them-was not to 
to himſelf only, without Regard to any other 
Concern to know whether they were co 
with Diſciples or Infidels. And further tis pla 
their want of the Exerciſe of Brotherly Love 
zaother in coming together, appearing in their 1 
xying ane for another, and in the Diviſions 
among them, was one Reaſon of their being Ne 
ök the Lord, and of their coming together ta . 


* 
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an See 1 Cor. 1 7. 55 to the End. If a Man 
ine himſelf as he Ought, he will ſee abundant. 
In in himſelf not to deſpiſe any of Chriſt's limie 
nd to make him judge charitably, and reckon 
(elf leſs then the leaſt of them; and this is an ex- 
nt Mean to preſerve from that Pride and Self. con- 
ybich is inconſi flent with Btotherly Love. But if 
amine ourſelves by the Rules and Marks laid 
un the Word of God, we'll find ourſelves con- 
1d to make a Difference between the little Ones 
telieve in Chriſt and the World, and that we have 
to do with them, in coming together with them 
but the Lor d's Supper, that we have not to do with 
yorld. Te OT a 
{2 Bellever, join'd in partaking of the Ordinance, 
u Church Communion, with an open Unbeliever 
cked Perſon, do abhor his Guilt, and keep him- 
from the Infection, he does well; but it muſt be, 
af, owned, he is not uſing the Means appointed 
Chrift for that End; while he's yoked together in 
oſt eminent Part of Chriſtian Communion with 
ferſon, and is declaring himſelf one Bread and 
Jody with him, by partaking with him in that 
| Bread, which is the Communion of the Body of 
t ; and this after Chriſt has commanded him to 
ith V Way from ſnch. See 1 Cor. 5 U Chap. Te are 
onte1 Wd up, and hade not rather mourned, that he that 
„ tho done this Deed may be token away from among 
hey u Tour Gloryzng is not good. Know ye not that a 
ile Leaven leaveneth the whole Lamp. Purge out 

had re che 01d Leaven, that ye may be @ new Lump, 
t the N ore unlcevened, &c. | | 
ot tog) For what appears in the Parable of the Man 
ther, e the Gueſts wanting the Wedding Garment, he's 

dy none but the All-ſeeing Maſter of the 

ad might be the Object of the Bretherly Love 
other Gueits, who might be approven in the 
ile of this Love toward bim as a ſuitable Object 
ad yet he himſelf bear his own Burden. The 
ing Not their Charity toward him could not be that 
KO BHS: en Eoibul Gall, for ly wecethey 
| . af 
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that were invited and would not Coms] but 9 
appeared to them to give Obedience to it, and þ 
bimſelf with the Gueſts, appearing to be a Gueſt, 1 
Partaker ef the Heavenly Calling. Many ſuch ( 
of Brotherly Love will be found by the Miter of 
Feaſt at length. to want the Wedding Garment: 
if our Charity be to go upon a Man's being invited 
the Goſpel Call unto Fellowſhip with -Qhrit ang 
People, then there wül be as many Objects of 
therly Love as there are Hearers of Ws Gofpel, 
all to whom the Goſpel is preach'd might, whl 
more, partike of the Lord's Supper, whith thok | 


great Abſurdity with them that are of the Fh 


profeſs'd in the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, 
(3-) Without Queſtion a notorions Sinner is ne 
be the Object of our Scorn, but of our Pity of 1 
paſſion, and there are Duties of Benevolence and C 
paſſion, ſuitable to the Goſpel, to be done toward 
Man: But is this to be our Work about” our Fe 
Communicants in partaking with them in that . 
and Cup ? Be this Exerciſe, about the notorious 
ner what it will, it is not cammwnicating ; and 
be not otherwiſe employ'd in that Ordinance, I an 
communicating at all. If 1 ſhould pray that the Lt 
Supper may be a Mean of Converſion * to ſuch a 
ner, I know not if 1 would be praying in Faith: 
that Ordinance is no Mean ef Chriſt's Appointt 
for that End. The preaching of the Goſpel of C 
- @t a Communion Table (the” chat be nof a proper 
of doing it) may be a Mean of Converfion to a1 
rious Sianer, and 2 Mean alſo of edifying 2 Belt 
but hearing the Goſpel tho? it be in Faith, and « 
municating, are two very - diftin&t Things: An 
looker, that is not partaking in the Bread and 
may perceive 2 Repreſentation of a crucified C 
in that bleſſed Bread and Cup, wherein he ſees 
partaking, and perhaps may be very much affected 
it; But it cannot be ſaid that this Perſon is com 
eating in the Lord's Supper: And if thete be 90 
but this in the Caſe of a Perſan ſiteing at the 
ind eating the Bread and drinkivg' the" Vine" 


wum * 

ng 20 Thing te 1 with his Falfow Com- 
Ants, l very much queſtion if that Perſon be com- 
Keating at all We cannot expect that he, who never 
Griſt or Believad in him as Exhibited to all thn 
reaching of the Goſpel, will; diſcern the Lord's 
| in the Supper as ſet forth there only to Diſciples 


f g diſcerned by them, in their partaking of it toge- 
one Body for che Confirmation of their Faith, 
pr Love, and for fealingBekevers wnio the Day af 


nion. We are not to deſpiſe but pity and pray 
Company of lnfidels, jews, Mahumetans, or 
theos ; but wWonld it be lawful far us to partake 
oem in che; Lords Supper (ſuppaſingthenr. tobe 
way or other compelled to it) till we ſhould 
lufed of theirConverſion? Or could we in that Caſe 
iſe communicatingGraces with reſpect to; them? And 
compare the Condition of theſe Infidels with that 
ide's going vader the Chriſtian Name,and;claim- 
atereſt in the Chriſtian Privileges; we may cothe 


A. ind the other Sott of Infidels; having, in {eyeral 
nos the better of tbnemn. 
and ) Chriſt has kept the Key of Hearts in his 


Hand; but by his new Commandment he has 
ined his Diſciples the knowing and acknowledg- 
of the proper Objects of that peculiar brother- 
ve; elſe that his Commandment would be in 
n. For, if theſe whom he commands us to love 
this Love, cannot be kn&wn by all his Diſciples, 
diſtinguiſhed from others, to What Pu- A 1$ 
his Commandatewt unto all the Diſciples ? And 
e hath not,giyen any of them the Key to Mets 
ts, yet he hath pointed out to all in his Word, 
Odjects of his brotherly Love, with whom he 
wands us to hold Communion, and theſe from 
he commands us to turn away. Communi- 

muſt be the Objects of this Love, and we mult 
ſo müch concerning them with whom we com- 
bete, before we eat of that Bread arid drink 
kit Cup with them; and ſo We have no Oc- 
for troubling our ſelves, in communicating, 
Cenſoriouſneſs, and dwelling upon ene anvs 
"xo : the ß 
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wen Finke pl ve. e thus cone thj 
every one of us fearing concerning himſelf leſt) 
*he'only Perfon in all the Company, whom the! 
Mall find wartintz the wedding Garment." 
As th What's Hid of preparing for God Fi 
by bumble Thbughts of my Telf, it id an ung 
Expreſfon that 'may be faken ih à Senſe very 
- regatory to God's Grace, and there _ 
\abbminable Pride in applying- after this Manne 
Gad's Favour in that Ord inane. 
> However it is ſafer to hold b theScripture- 
: peaking ; he reſiftetb the Prou 434 gives Gr 
the humble, und if me walli age our felv 
ſboula * be judge. 58 a DJ LE * 
( 5.) As to Fuller's commun testing, tee Git 
and what he fays againſt Jadar s bein 4 Pu 


in the Lord's Supper. 2 . 
Let let us ſuppoſe that 4 ' Wd rat "of 
Bread, and drink of that Cuy; w not Full 
ſuck 2 Perſon in the Eyes of Ihe Diſviples that 
the Lord told them, one vf ben u betra 
: they. ſuſpected every one himſelf rather than 
And the the Lord bad told them hefore "that 
of them was a Devil, yet none of tbem, for 
we hear, ſuſpected Judas, or tould' know, 
(any Thing that our Lord faid, that it was h 
ſuch Time as he received the Sep, and imme 
be went forth; ſo that the Diſciples wer 
led to no further Communion with him, after! 
thus diſeovered to the beloved Diſciple. Our 
Who alone knew their Hearts, kneywtrom the 
ning who ſhould betray bim: notwith(tahdingagien 
he made him an Apoſtle. No Man would b 
; Juſtify our ſetting apart of one to the Minit 
we know certainly to be a Devil and 2 1 
neither will his admitting him to the Supper 
it can never be ſhown that he did) who before 
ſeeing Eye was a\Devil;give Ground to his D 
to admit theſe, or to communicate with theſe 
they knew to be ſuch, judging” by what apps 
Mans Eye. Our Lord in ziying the Suppe 
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a Pattern to his Miniſters to gilde in chat | 
«and none of them can Copy after him in his 
niſcience- He hath not given them the Key to 
bs Hearts, but reſerved it to himſelf, and left 
um to judge by what appears to them according 
bis Word. | NY 
The Net, containing good and bad Fiſh together, 
ſome Way anſwer unto the Caſe of Judas his 
ing among the Diſciples. That Parable ſpeaks 
people gathered out of all Natiors into Fellow- 
p together by the Influence of the Goſpel, and 
| by ſuch Influence as has made ngny pag under 
Chriſtian Name; that never felt any Thing of 
Power of the ' Goſpel gathering them wien the 
pple of Chriſt, unto” the great Reproach and Di- 
our of that Name, which was at firſt belon ing | 
none but Diſciples, made ſo by 'the Fand th 
Lord with the Goſpel, and gathered together 
Means ef the Goſpel, upon an. Appearance: 
nee of God in them. See Ad, xi. 19 — 26: 
tthere is another Thing intended in the Parable 
ee Tares and the Meat, as is to be ſeen in the Let- 
publiſhed by Walker. e Sade 4s 
5 to what's ſaid of the Words of the Inſtitution; 
| cannot appraye ot the Stile, ſpeaking as if 
viſt's Blood had been ſhed conditienally for i 


A. + at 
the Prime Miniſter of the Ne Teſtament, 185 
Mat- 


nion of S ins; and the Condition, Repentance wi 
Fruits and Sincerity, and as it Chriſt's Blood 
being ſaid to be thed for Men conditionally ber 
e ablolute to them that fulfil the Condition © 
entance and Sincerity. Neither can T thin 
t theſe who are pleaſed with ſuch a Stile WII 
ble to maintain, that all ought to 'partake H 
Lord's Supper, to whom they think that may be 
conticionaly this Blood was ſhe for you for 
lewiſſien of Sing: For that, they think, may 
ud to all Mankind without Exception. 2. Nei- 
Im 1 ſatisfied. in what he ſays of the Apo 105 
king of che major Part in the Churches: of 
in the 


rot be certain, . that the major Part Tn theſe 
2 1 1 . 5 nls Churches 


PE 
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ER: dp ting] wa, en. e 
Churches were true Believers and ſincere Peil 
Or it he will have it, that the major Part in tl 
Churches were real Believers; what Mannes 
Churches, then, were they? It is not eaſy. ta 
poſe that a Church, made up according to the Set 
of this Paper, will conſiſt for the molt Part of 
Belie vers. I have better Ground to think that 
Apaſtles ſpeak hot of them, as ſeeing their Hez 
and find ing the major Part real Belieyers buf 
the judgment of Charity upon outward Evide 
they all gave, of, Faith in the Lord, Jeſus, Lo 
all the Saints, and the Chriſtian Hope, Sure 
Apoſtle ſpeaks not of the major Part of the Ch 
of the Theſjelcui@ns 2d Epiſt, i. 3. If we look to 
two prime Chriſtan Churches, Saales heh 


the Fews,and Antioch the firſt of theGentiles,well 
of what Sart of Perſons they were made up,and.t 
there was no ſearching of Hearts in the Caſe, 
2 poſitive Judgment of Charity upon what, appt 
ed; and certainly the. firſt of a Kind, is av 
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[30G Rule for all that follows of the fame Ki 


ee 4d, ii. 37, 40, 41, 42. and Acts xi. from v. 
to the End. Accord ing to this judgment of Char 
this. could have been ſaid of Judas, and Foe 
ſciples could all have held Communion, wit 
upon that Footing. As for what a »peared about! 
to the omniſtient Eye, the Diiciples had not 
to do with. that, and our Lord gave not his Q 
nance after the Rule of his Omnilcience; and 
Judgment thereby ; but in ſuch a, Manner as m 

imitated by his Servants in all Ages. Yet for 
Part I (ee nothing that ſhould move me to thi 
phat Judas was'a Partaker in that Ordinand 
There appears to me no Ground, for ſugh a Tho 
in the Evangeliſts. And by what is above ſaid, 
may perceive how little Ground there is tor all 
Noiſe about Fudes, even ſuppoſing him to. 
heen 2 Partaker. : ESI WAP 
. After, al, that the Author of this. Paper bas, 
Ie the. contrary, he's ſtill for a Se 1505 in 
ar f Communion ig the Lord's Supper 3 Wi: 
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lues the 3 1a 8 2 fark, wh See ret T0 
«zmong, the: Clergy, ta who APs he ag 11 

bole 5 4 o Me We are to forbear | e 
p with none in, x 5 Lord's Su UPPEr, but ſuch Pe: 

$ as have 4. publick Maxk ſet upon them, 5 
Puig Ja, us not to eat with them; 17 


begleck their Duty, in debate rom 
4055 Table ſuch as ought” 


to be. ſeptatkg 


e, but to fallow Hg and bold Communi 
Ordinance, with as many as they think ft, | toag- 
But ſeeing the Author of this Paper is agal 

& \dmiſlion (fe all to that holy Fable, I wou 
lire to know, if be hold this only as a common 
railing Opinion, Which he thinks reaſonable, ar 
e himiclf be ſatisfied in the Truth of it, upon 
ripeure Evidence? And ik hs conſider the Serig- 
rEvidence for it, lam miſtaken if he do not 5 

it the Peqple, ihe Communicants, have a Ony 
min it, and a Duty incumbent-on them. 1 i 
to which they, muſt be anſwerable to the Hea 


y ſhall bear their own Burtken with, reſpect. ts 
6, as well as they.” I ſhall freely awn to the An- 
kof this Paper, that if the Overſeers of the Oo 
nion of Chriſt's Diſciples would do their Dut 

this Matter, the People would have | no zul 


lan of Chtiſt, it they gave their 92 1 any 
Hr 10 25 
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buy: in t is: f Mater, f 3 he xoly negled As 
e with me, that, the, Diſciples of Chriſt have a 
bment-of Pileretion with reſpect to o theſe with 
m he commands them to walk in brotherly Loy 

| Chriſtian: ommunion, and theſe from who 

ammands them to turn a! ay, and withdravy 
ſelves; and that it is in the Power of none to 
& them to held Communion in the Lord's Sup- 


per 


\ 


w it, there is nathing left Ke the People id "thas. f 


wnd of Offenge,. and would be Tranſgreſſers o 


1 


the Church, as well as their Officers, any that 


25 72 any mn FE hs Ty 


ye had ſo e Cons dersgiguf 
Hand 6h tending to make us caſy with wt we & 
municate, and to encourage us to 4 85 in 4 
| miſcuous Cemmunion in the Lord's 88 
there are alſo ſome Conſiderations on the +, 
Man that ſerye to ſatisfy us, that It is but k 
to forbear Communion in the Lord's Supper 
— that have no Appearance of bein bi 
of Chriſt, Belie vers in him, and are 10% 
of that brotherly Love required. in the gew d 
mandment; and to withdraw, in %% Ordind | 
from every Brother * walking in apen notour Þ 
bedience to the Commands of Chriſt, and't6 
after "ſuch Cammunien in that Ordinance is 
Lord requires in his Word, and in his. new C 
mandment. | 
. (1) They that helieye there is ſuch a Thi 
Chriſtian Communion, and a viſible Cemmunio 
Saints by Profeſſion, 75 acknowledge that 


Lord's Supper is the higheſt Inſtance of that 
mugion. It is pecyliarly defign'd. for this hey 
any other Ordinance of Wee in a-viſible Chu 
For in aur Eating of that Bread and drinking of 
Cup together, we have the cleareſt aud nioſt eyii 
outward Repreſentation made to us of the pr 
myſtical Union and Communion in. 1 
Chriſt Myſtical, Our myftical Union 055 
nion with Chriſt is evidently ſet forth to the Beli 
in this Ordinance; ſo that the Sag. e in ca 
of that Bread, and drinking that 
Riches of that glorious Miſtery, John Ds 17 57. 
that cateth my Fleſb and drinketh my Blood, def 
in me and I in bim. And at the ſame Time 
Miſtical Union and Communion of the „ 
Chriſt, in him crucified, is evidently 
che Believer i in our N all of that” 2 * 
and Cup. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The Cup of Bie *1 15 
we bleſs, is it wt, the como 1 1 
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Where hath Cf 
f une ee 
+" 25 Gn, 1 Ts in h ; 2k 
"A | A an 1115 4 9 . Nu 
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F 255 36. 772 0 5 * e N. 2 
e 24. L A iſe ien 
e by Pa] e ich. 
y Paul, when, h 2 re 4 5 
XS) 825 are ſolemn ly called, Oy 5 
1 Au 


N . 
Feat Promiſes, 97 484 - ane qu Zig 


F lzevers with by tevers, 71 oe, et 1 
= Ae them, 1915 
= a 


eparated- ore, x fron 
2 to the end. 4 we ſe b has been 
l — f this. 1 by a ave Bite ; unſcrix 
=_ - 'Groun; ara ted from th e N er 90 P 
_ of Chriſt, nk 


e made u 10 elves inte 
| Particsquite 155 ren the | ; ria ae 1 
ng ; yer we muſt think this Word of She Lord | 
= «ſome Senſe, and that herein, we, are, called ro 
=. _ thing, which would be of great Wehe e £0 
= we ſhall comply with the C all. een 
| 2.1 "tat 2 „ It 


1 Job. vis 36, 49, wy 18, 705505 52,5 
(+) 45 vic 557 57 2 l 
5 Col. 111. 1. (0 Ep » Vo 30. 1 Cer, x th Abe [ 

Vis and 15. I——6. E nd'j 
7b i iii- 24. and iv. 13, 


great NO. is v.24 this Voting to⸗ 
1 to fon ft uld mean 7 Marti 
or ſyppoſing 2 Believer ro be 7085 
En Marriage with à ver Unbetdyer, 
i be faid that it is che great Duty of the Belidyer 
12 from, and be ſeparated from the uabe- 
» Yoke-fellow in Marriage? But this is che 
here, that they who are vnequatly yoked to- 
«, Believers with Undelievers are called to come 
from among them, and be ſeparate. Civil Com- 
jon it cannot be eitffer : For Separation in this 
elt would be to go out of the World; or turn 
de r, and tranſgreſs many Commandments of ſeſus 
f. The Apofile here refets to the Prohibition 
e Law, of yoking an Or and ay Afs together, 
ſpeaks of fuch a Yoke, wherein Beljevers o0 | 
# voked with Unbelie vers, becaufe of (the * 
jitableneſs 6F the exo Sarts of Perlons for that 
Joke; and this he aggrayates in ſeyeral 2 | 
„ns, What . Now ip bath — — teot / wo 
whteowſneſs? What Communion 
neſt ? And "tohat Concord hath Chr 22 
| Or that Part hath be that beheveth wich an 14. | 
And whet Agreement hath the Temple of Gad 
Hol-? And the Apoftle fpeaks here of ſuch i 


u Believers ought nat to be joined in 
trers, becauſe of the Unfitp*fs of Undel 
that Yoke, Be not 2 yo lea 2 
Unbelie ver,; are the Tempi 

u God hath ſaid I will off. ell in them. — walk 


1% Wherefore come out from among them, 
| ye ſeparate, ard touch not the unclean 7 
will receive you. Further, T is is ſuch 7 
g together, ſuch a Commuting and Fellowſhip, 
i having Part with, and Agreement with Y- 
ft, 2 whereby the Chöfeh at Corinth, the 
of Chriſt joined in 2 Church there, were 
dd in their Non Bowels: For tis given as 21 
M to them for their Enlargement, where 
{ in their own Bowels : Be not wnegizelly 
#* = yoked 


n, ord 1 will be their God, and they Ba be 
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in the 5th Chapter of the ift 
aut therefore the old Leoven that 1 ng be a 


ſo he does here. He had ſpoke of ſome amonp 


by themſelyes, and not with Ned it! 


the utmoſt Regard to the Mind of that Ve 


granted, as it cannot well be denied, that ' this 


—— — 
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| Heed to the Direction given in the firſt Verſe 6 


2 1 . 1 
yoked together with . . ; ſo that iti 
rection of that ſame Sort with that, which wa 

8 : piftle. , Kn 
that a little Leaves Ieadeneib the __ Lump ; 


Lamp. And as he is calling them there to clear 
Church Communion of ſuch as were upworthy 


that begun to deny the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
they had profeſſed the Faith, 1 Cor: xy. and 
he ſays here, may point te them; but he exten 
Exhortation, and makes it more general, and call 
a Separation betwixt Belieye;s and Unbelicverdl 
doubt ſuch a Separation. as the 'Corimihiahy 
able to make, lio could not ſearch Men's He 
and there may be 2 ſo here ſore Eye to the $ 
on which he jnfiſts, 1 Cor. x. 14, — 22. cot 
Rev. ii. 14. And now what is «that Toke, that 
munion and Fellowſhip, wherein Bclievers m 


Church Communion ? And What Part f' Ch 
Communion is it; wherein they myſt not be 
with them, if it be not the higkeſt Inflance 
the Lord's Supper? The Aſſembly of Din 
Weſtminſter in their Conſeſſion, apply this Text 
the Subject of the Lord's Supper; and they tha 


Body of Men in all-Points, will not reckon 
falſe Gloſs upon the Place, And if it (ha 


of Scripture points to Church-Communion ; the 
us conſider, whether this Exhortation aud 4 
Call, B. not unegually yoked, &c. be direct 
the Overſeers of the Cherch of Corinth only, 
every Church- member ? And I reckon we 

in ng Strait to find that every Chriſtian is cn 
in it, and will find himſelf obliged to anſwer the 
and while he thinks of doing ſe, he had need d 


following Chapter. We might alſo obſerve, ho 
firſt Converts anfwer' d that Call, Ac, l. 49 


, & 
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ſuves from this untoward: Generation ; they" 
gladly received the Word were added, and they + 


rp, and in breaking of Bread, and in Proyers, ** 


every Diſciple of Chriſt is bound to have a 
ſerlation becoming the Goſpel, and it is the 
yof the meaneſt Diſciple of Chriſt to ſtudyx 
The Apeſtle earneſtly exhorts the Church at 
hi to this, Phil. i. 1,—4, Only let your Cen- 
ſation be, as it becometh the Goſpel of Cbriſt, that 
ther I come and ſee you, or elſe be abſent, I may 
Hour Affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one Spirit, 
þ one Mind, ſtri ving together for the Faith of the 
d, and in nothing terrified by your Adverſaries, 
plainly ſee wherein” it is that the Apoſtle de- 
to find the Converſation of the Pbilippians, and 
il ſuch after them, appearing ſuitable to the 
jel: He tells us it will be becoming the Gof- 
they be ſtanding faſt in one Spirit, with ons 


either ſee it, being preſent among them, or 
tof it, being abſent, and hearing of their Af- 
þ Se that we may obſerve, that it is the Faith 
e Goſpel im the open Profeſhon of it, that he 
jeaking of, and calling us to ſtrive for againſt 
Adyerſaries. And while we contend for the 
I of the Goſpel af Chriſt, as it is diſtinguiſhed. 
Nature's Light, and oppoſed to the Wildam ot 


m the Law of Moſes, and oppoſed to Juda · 
azre we not alſo bound te contend for it, as 
the moſt holy Faith, the Faith. once delivered 
be Saints, Jude v. 3, 19, 20. in Oppoſition to a 
N worldly fenſual Profeſſion ef Faith, noway 
iced. by the hos of Chriſt in the, Goſpel, 


ittended with gbod Works? Further, we ſee 


for 3 Strife, that he could fee 
| > £ 


- F% 


wed ſtedfaſtiy in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Felt: 


71 
* 


\ tyery one that p roteſſes the Faith of the Gaſ- 


|, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 
uſt the Adverſaries of it b and that fo, as he 


in the Things of God, and as it is diſtinguiſh», 


lpoltle: is {peaking of an open Strife tor the 
in the Profeſſion of it; againſt Adverſa- 
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er hear of being abſent and hearing” | 
4 And he 15 not ſo much ſocuking of a f 


Kriving alone in this Place, as of A Company 
Chriſtians living together in à Place, and u 
together in a Body, ſtanding faſt in one Spi 
with one Mind, _ together, ſo as one he 
preſent might ſee, and being at a Diſtanee & 
them, might know no otherwiſe, but by Rept 
And this was the Church at Philippi. Pops 
that ſpeak much of a Converſation becomi 
Goſpel, conſider this; that where there it hot 
Strife for the Faith of the Goſpel as this, thore th 
is ſomething very conſiderable wanting to make 
a. Converſation becoming the Goſpel. It there be 
Room nor Place now for an open Strife, for 
Faith of the Goſpel of Chrift, in the P rofelliny 
it, as it has been deſcrihed ; then there is no P 
among us at this Day for that Converſation bet 
ng the Goſpel, 'of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in 
Text; But if there be, as no doubt there ig e 
where, in every Place, where there are ſuel 
thele to whom the Apoſtle writes this Epi 
then if theſe ſhall be yoked together in pt 
of that bleſſed Bread and Cup, which is the C 
munion of the Body and Bleod of Chriſt, and 
þeceme one Bread and one Body with then 
| _eahnot confeſs that Faith of the Goſpel of Ul 
that holy Faith once delivered to the Saint, 
with the open Adverſaries of that Faith; mig 
wot be thought in that Caſe, the Strife, of w 
the Apoſtle is ſpeaking, is compoſed, and that 
that was kindled by the Difciples of Chriſt, 
being joined in one Spirit, with one Mind, Ari 
for- rhe holy Faith of the Goſpel againſt the Ad 
fur des, is quench'd and pat out; now Wben 
differing Parties are joined together in the elf. 
.external Bond of Chriſtian Union and Commu 
that can be thought of? And We may ſee, it 
Exhottation be directed ts the Biſhops at P# 
only, or to all the Saints there appearing ſo to 
Lund Seta we watt be, oe no Chriſtians, Ne 


} 
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hall enquire what we are contending for I 
n duſineſs about Chriſtian Communion, partien- 
uin the Lord's Supper ? Our Anſwer is, we- 
ming at @ Converſation  beco the Gofpety: 
friving together for the holy- Faith of the : 
lor Chriſt, in Oppoſition to a Sort of Faith not 
wnced by the Goſpel, not ſayouring of Chriſt 
of his Spirit, but dead, carnel; worldly and 
eſs, that paffes under the Name of the Chri- 
u Faith, and has come inſtead of the ' Faith 
delivered to the (Faints. And who ir . 
Wh bee Ibings ? But the Strength of the Lord je- 
Sis made perfect in Weakneſs, e. 
The Exerciſe of -brotherly Love toward our 
w-communicants is neceſſary unto a right par- 
bg with them in the Lord's Supper, and there 
w more Place for the Exercife of this Grace to- 
our Brethren, whom we have feen at a Com- 
ion Table, than there is any where elſe, if our 
. ommunicants be not proper Objects of his 
I need not add to what's ſaid on this Sub- 
in the Narrative; only, if I be to profeſs bro- 
y Love to my Fellow-communicanty, 'as I ſeem 
6 in the moſt emiment Manner, when t beeome 
bread and ore: Body with them, Feannot de 
nithout abominable Hypocriſy and Diſſimulati - 
f 1 look not ar. them às the Saints and Feith- 
n Chriſt : And therefore, I may ſay with the A 
* ſpeaking of Church Communion, Purge out 
id Leaven that ye may be 6 new Lump «s ye are 
wened : For Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for 
lherefore let us keep the Feaſt, not with old 
en, neither with the Leaven of Malice and 
Mneſs,but with the unleavened Bread of Sinceri- 
(Truth. But I have wearied my (ſelf, and [ fear 
*eary you, and I am in haſte; and therefore, 
lonly put you in mind of another Conſide- 


All the Diſciples of Chriſt are by him _—_— 

uliar Fellowſhip with their Brethren, an 

ty agreeable ta the new Nature in real Be- 
ä | lie vers 
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lie vers to ſeek after rate ChriſtiahFellowf 
Thersfore you have heard à great Complaint 
promiſcuous Communion in the Lord's Su per, 
mong them from Time to. Time. It they hate bel 
conſcientiouſly. difſatisfied with it, and yet 
continued im it, even when they ſaw no Help tor; 
no Appearance againſt it, and if in that Cafe't 
Lord pitied them, as he pitied /ſrae, according 
the Bleſh in Bablyon, where they were ming, 
- with the Nations, and had not their Liberty; th 
have Realon to bleſs him for it; but now when tl 
are called to come out, and there is an Appeatau 
made againſt that with which they have all profeſi 
Diſſatistaction, and that Appearance every whi 
oppoſed ; How far can they be anſwerable to e 
Ghriſt, if they continue in mixt Communion, and 
Bondage, and ſo do what in them lies to kne 
that. in the Head which they have been pretend 
conſcientiouſly. to wiſh for, and to advance, 
promote that effectually which they have hee 
long groaning to be defiyer'd from? Should 
worldly Inconvenieney, or any carnal Reaſoni 
and Conſultings with Flefh and Blood, again 
Word and Call of Chriſt, and of their own C 
ſciences, divert them, or any Way terrify them fi 
going, forth undo him without the Camp bes 
his Reproachs:, Here we bave xo. continuing C 
but weeſeck one to come. wtf 
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